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ORIGINAL ESSAYS AND CASES. 


‘et. 1.—History of a case of Congenital Chorea Sancti Viti, 
By Daniet Drake, M.D. 


Fepruary, 1827. Caroline Carrick, whose case I am 
about to narrate, is the daughter of a poor woman in Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. She is twelve years old, of the ordinary 
size, and exhibits the proportions of a wel! formed skeleton. 
Her muscular system is sufficiently developed, with the ex- 
ception of the muscles of the lower limbs; which, apparent- 
ly from being very little exercised, are proportionably smal- 
ler than the rest. She is not corpulent. Her temperament 
inclines to the bilious. Her head and spinal column present 
in their external appearance, nothing unnatural or un- 
healthy. The former indeed has an excellent configuration ; 
and the latter, although perpetually bent in various direc- 
tions by the spasmodic action of the muscles which move it, 
appears to be perfectly sound. 

In early infancy, the muscles of her neck seemed to have 
less power than belongs to that period, as whenever she was 
but partially elevated, her bead would fall either forward or 
backward, against her chest; and when she attained the age, 
at which children usually sit alone on the floor, with their 
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legs extended, she could not be made to do so, but kept her 
knees flexed. She never learned to walk, nor is she yet able 
to sit on a seat without a back. When an infant, she was 
remarkable for great fretfulness; and, except when asleep, 
some portion of her muscular system was constantly, as it 
has been ever since, in a state of irregular contraction, 
When twelve or eighteen months old, she had an attack of 
Erysipelas on the foot and leg of one side; and to this suc- 
ceeded, in the language of her mother, ‘boils and breakings 
out for many years.’ Otherwise she was, as it respects the 
functions of nutritive life, generally well;—grew as fast as 
other children—experienced on the main, a regular habit o/ 
body—and had a moderate appetite. 

For the last year, however, her bowels have been tor- 
pid, so that in general she has not had more than two alvine 
discharges a week, and she has manifested an excessive de- 
sire for apples—but no abdominal swelling has taken place. 
She has a clean tongue, and a pulse nearly natural in fore 
and frequency. Her respiration is unembarrassed. 

At present, her muscular system of animal life exhibit: 
the following phenomena: 

The muscles which protrude and retract the tongue, and 
those of the eye balls, are exempt from the disease; and 
those which move the eye brows and eye lids, are but itt 
affected. All the rest are in perpetual, disassociated con: 
traction and relaxation, so as to produce incessant writhing: 
and contortions of the various parts of the body. The mus 
cles of the mouth, cheeks and jaws, are never quiet; but con 
tract in such a forcible and disorderly manner, as to produce 
grimaces of the mouth, and an idiotic expression of that or- 
gan, which form a curious contrast with the steady and intel- 
ligent aspect of her eyes. She masticates with difficulty 
and awkwardness; her jaws occasionally snap together, and 
she has often bitten her tongue. She swallows better than 
she chews, and is not apt to be choked. She laughs, and 
cries, and talks; but these functions are performed imper 
fectly, and sometimes ina manner that is ludicrous. He: 
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head is constantly drawn out of place or direction, and often 
turned half way round, so as to bring her chin over one of 
her shoulders. The spinal column, as already intimated, is kept 
perpetually, carved—sometimes in one part—at other times 
in another. Her lower limbs are strongly inclined to a state 
of flexion; but when compelled to stand, which she can only 
do on one ata time, it becomes straight. Of her hands and 
feet, it may be said, that the muscles are in constant spasmo- 
dic action—contracting and relaxing without concert, and of- 
ten in direct opposition: So that while one finger is extend- 
ed, another on the same hand will be flexed; and among the 
different joints of a single finger, both these states may be 
found at the same time. Her greatest voluntary efforts, 
therefore, are altogether uncertain and inefficient; though 
when she can succeed, for a moment, in applying any portion 
of her muscular system to an object, it is evident that she 
possesses considerable strength. 

When she lies down, she can turn from either side to 
her back; but is unable to acquire her former position. As 
soon as she falls asleep, her muscles become quiescent. Her 
sleep is undisturbed, but scarcely as long as that of other chil- 
dren. In temper, she is less irritable than formerly; has a 
proper degree of cheerfulness; is ambitious, considerate, and 
grateful; has decided capacities for knowledge, and through 
the personal exertions of a benevolent lady, has recently 
learned to read. I am not able to ascertain what the influ- 
ence of musick would be on her muscular system; but in- 
teresting stories, which fix her attention, are said to render it 
more steady. All her sensibilities, both common and speci- 
fic, appear to be in a healthy condition. 

Mary, her sister, ten years of age, well grown and in 
health, was observed about six weeks ago to let her left arm 
hang by her side, to be unsteady in her gate, and inefficient 
in her muscular movements generally. Her speech soon af- 
ter suffered impairment; her countenance lost a portion of 
its intelligence; her abdomen swelled, and her appetite be- 
came voracious. For several days previously to the attack, 
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she had been much in the company of a poor woman afflicted 
with spasmodic disorders from Paralysis. ; 

The father of these children was not subject to nervous 
diseases; but, one of his collateral relatives went blind at 
ihe age of three years, and another fell into idiotism, with 
spasmodic movements of the limbs, while yet a child. 

Their mother, ten years ago, became partially deaf; and 
three of her six sisters “lost their hearing after they had 
grown up.” One of their cousins and his daughter likewise 
experienced the same loss. 

I am not disposed to attach great importance to the facts 
contained in the preceding history; and still they are not 
without value. They seem to bear out the following con- 
clusions: 

1. That chorea is sometimes a congenital malady. 

2, That it may exist, and continue to exist for years, 
without being sustained by disorder in the nutritive organs; 
for that these organs were healthy in this patient, during the 
first eleven years of her life, is obvious;—not only from the 
phenomena which they at all times manifested, but by her 
regular growth and perfect developement. 

3. That chorea may at last produce that unhealthy state 
of the digestive functions—depraved appetite, and intestinal 
accumulation—from which it is said to result. And if this 
can happen, may it not often occur? [t is well known that 
the muscular disturbances in this disease often survive the 
corrected state of the digestive functions; and that the un- 
healthy condition of the latter is apt to recur. In these ca- 
ses, was not the original disease in the animal functions, and 
did it not produce and reproduce the digestive maladies? It 
can scarcely be regarded as an objection to this conjecture, 
that chorea is frequently cured by cathartics; for great secre- 
tion and excretion from the chylopoietic organs are the 
means most likely to relieve the brain and spinal marrow 
from that unhealthy condition of their capillary circulation, 


which may be presumed to exist and excite irregular muscu- 
lar action. General blood-letting in these cases would leave 








Dr. Drake on Congenital Chorea. 197 


the relative quantity in the different parts of the body the 
same. But copious and constant draining from the liver, 


pancreas, and gastro-enteritic mucous membrane, must ne- 


cessarily draw into the coeliac and mesenteric arteries, an ex- 
traordinary quantity of blood; and this at the direct expense 
of the vessels of the brain and spinal marrow. Further, the 
metercostal ganglions receive a great number of spinal 
nerves; and the abdominal viscera are, therefore, capable of 
influencing, through that medium, the functions of the spinal 
marrow; while conversely, disease at the origins of those 
nerves, may with facility excite disease in their chylopoietic 
extremities; as we know to be the case in osseous inflamma- 
tion and carries off the spinal column. 

4, That the function of volition may be extensively and 
permanently disordered, while the other animal functions— 
intellection.and sensation—remain unimpaired; a fact which 
gives support to the opinion of Bell and Magendie, that the 
nerves of general sensation and muscular motion are distinct 
from each other. 

5. That the laws of the whole muscular system of loco- 
motion may be deeply infringed, but those of respiration es- 
cape violation;—from which we derive a proof of the exis- 
lence of a distinct system of respiratory nerves, governed by 
its own laws of association, as insisted upon by Mr. Bell. 

6. Finally, that in the various members of a family, a 
principle of congenital, or heriditary disease, (I prefer to 
use an expression of the most general import,) may display 
its eflects in different organs. Thus one of the paternal col- 
lateral relatives of this patient, had idiotisyn with chorea, and 
another amaurosis; while on the maternal side an extraordi- 
nary number were afflicted with deafness. Both families 
seem to have had nearly the same vice of physical constitution. 





Art. 1L—Fueis and observations on the Autumnal Epidemics of 
the state of “Messourt, as they appeared in 1819, 1820 and 1821: 
together wilh an account of the useful qualities of the Extrac. 
tum Juglantis cinerez, by James A. M‘Pueters, M. J, 
Communicated to Samuel Brown, M. D. 


The winter of 1818-19 was remarkably mild. Gras 
srowing in the prairies was quite green in the middle oj 
January, and there was much warm and wet weather during 
the whole winter. The diseases were for the most par 
simply inflammatory, and generally yielded readily to th 


free use of the lancet and neutral salts. In February, wher 


the weather became much colder, there occurred some vie 
lent cases of Pneumonia, with cool skin, strong full hari 
and labouring pulse, and laborious breathing. These case: 
proved obstinate, required frequent bleedings, purging, and, 
what was of more permanent advantage than bleeding in de 
termining the fluids to the surface, Jenning’s vapour bath, 
The spring was late, and till the tenth of May very wet; from 
which time until the first of August, there was very littl 
rain. ‘Through the latter part of May, the whole of Juue, 
and more particularly July, the weather was intensely warm. 
The country in general remained healthy. During the firs 
week of August, the rain fell in large quantities, which rais- 
ed all the waters, and quite drowned the surface of the earth, 
The weather instead of being cooled by the rain as is usu 
ally the case, was rendered more hot, and continued s, 
through the greater part of August and September. The 
country continued healthy until between the second and third 
week in August, when the sickness began to break out in 
different places, and by the last of that month, it became 
quite general. The type of the fever was intermittent and 
remittent. In what I am about to say, I shall confine mysel! 
to the peculiarities of these diseases, as a complete histor’ 
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of them would contain much useless repetition. First—with 
regard to the intermittents: 

~The attack was for several days preceded by a want of 
appetite, and sickness at the stomach particularly in the morn- 
ing, which was more or less relieved, if the patient could be 
prevailed on to eat breakfast—so that keeping the stomach 
employed and excited appeared to postpone the attack. The 
nausea was also relieved and the appetite restored by taking 
a tea spoonful of common salt dissolved in a glass of water. 
By these simple means, many appeared to prevent the attack 
entirely. When the disease was formed, it was much dispo- 
sed to become remittent. The sickness at the stomach was 
very distressing, particularly during the hot stage. <A great 
irritability of that organ rejecting almost every thing, whether 
drink, food or medicine, was one of the most characteristic 
marks of the worst forms of the intermittent and also the re- 
mittent. This great affection of the region of the precor- 
dia, was not constant, but by paroxysms of ten or fifteen mi- 
nutes each, whilst the remissions were of about the same 
length. An entire intermission never took place, except 
when produced by actively exciting the bowels. All the 
usual means for relieving sickness of the stomach, such as aro- 
matics, opiates, blisters, injections, alkalies, absorbents, &c. 
were of temporary or no benefit. Emetics, when administered 
in this state, did not operate unless given in large doses, and 
theiraction was violent, spasmodic, and in general without a 
free discharge of any of the secretions. In the majority of 
cases, there were many retchings of a distressing kind, with 
the discharge of nothing but a thick, tough, slimy mucus, 
resembling the white of egg, in appearance. ‘This secretion 
was another remarkable symptom of the epidemic. It com- 
monly commenced in the throat, previous to the attack; was 
always in proportion to the degree of sickness, and frequent- 
ly harrassed the patient more thanany other symptom. The 
pain in the back was generally more distressing than in any 
other part of the body. During the hot stage, it was by no 
means uncommon for the heat of the skin to be at or below 
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the natural degree. There was also great inequality of 
temperature—different parts of the body and even one of jt; 


two sides possessing very diflerent degrees of heat. 

Bark was much less successful in curing this malady, thay 
in former intermittents of this country; and it proved uny. 
sually obstinate and liable to relapse under any mode of treat. 


ment. The disease was generally attended with a strong 
pulse, and sometimes with severe pain inthe head, and suf. 
fused eye. Emetics administered after bleeding, and during 
the hot stage, generally operated well. They afforded mos 
relief when they produced perspiration or acted freely o 
the bowels; rendering the intermission more perfect—pre 
venting or mitigating very much the next paroxysm, and ma 
king the administration of the bark more safe and advants 
geous. Tartrate of antimony and Sulph. Soda were give) 
with advantage for these ends. 
Another remarkable symptom was an excessive torpor o/ 
the bowels, or difficulty in procuring cathartic operations 
Effectual purging was still more difficult to be produced tha 
mere evacuation of the alimentary canal; and required 
very free administration of the most stimulating and drastic 
eathartics. But such purging was followed by a more mark 
ed abatement of all the symptoms, than an operation of any 
other kind. The sweating stage was in general imperfect!) 
formed. Cold water applied in the various ways recom 
mended by authors, was always grateful and refreshing, wher 
the temperature was above the natural standard; or even 
when this was not the case, if there was a sense of internal 
heat, with burning in the palms of the hands and soles o! 
the feet. The tepid bath or ablution, was always benelicial. 
When in the first paroxysm there was free puking and dis 
charge of bile during the hot stage, the intermission was ge- 
nerally perfect and the disease readily removed. In the 
worst cases, the secretions were locked up, or greatly derang- 
ed, and not the least appearance of bile could be seen in the 
alvine discharges. Vegetable acids were always grateful to 
the patient, and seemed beneficial. Some benefit’ was pro 
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duced by fresh churned butter milk mixed with water, and 
by good ripe water mellons. 

Such were the symptoms particularly attending the in- 
termittent form of the disease. It was much disposed to be- 
come remittent, especially under the improper use of the 
bark. As the season advanced, the proportion of remittents 
to intermittents greatly increased; and the former were at- 
tended with most of the symptoms characterizing the latter, 
but more violent and obstinate. Thus a strong full pulse, 
and oppression about the heart and precordia, and sickness of 
the stomach and depression of spirits, were very common and 
distressing symptoms ;—there was also pain in the back and 
head. The secretion of a tough mucus from the throat, very 
difficult to cough up, and always disposing the patient to 
puke when he swallowed any thing, was a troublesome symp- 
iom; and was most common in those cases in which the heat 
of the skin was not much increased, and the thirst not very 
great, and when the torpor of the bowels was greatest. The 
insensibility of the bowels to all kinds of cathartic medicines 
was extreme; and effectual purging was much more difficult 
to procure than mere evacuation of the alimentary canal. 
The disease in many instances proved very obstinate, and 
terminated in the various ways in which violent fevers gene- 
rally terminate. Subsultus tendinum, delirium, tenitus au- 
rium, and picking at the bed clothes, were common symptoms. 
The colour of the discharges from the bowels varied from a 
light green or deep yellow, to a pitch or tar blaek—the lat- 
ter was most common, and always followed by relief, 
both to the feelings of the patient, and the general symp- 
toms of the disease. Venesection and emetics at the com- 
mencement of the complaint, were generally beneficial. 
Tartrate of Antimony with Sulphate of Soda, dissolved in a 
large quantity of water, was found to be the best emetic pre- 
paration. Combinations of calomel and the drastic cathar- 
tics, in large and frequently repeated doses, were found ne- 
cessary to produce effectual purging; and in the more obsti- 
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nate cases, this kind of purging was found to be the only mode | — 
of treatment that was followed by relief. It was very diffi. | 
cul to excite perspiration, and quite impossible when the ac. 
cumulation of morbid secretions in the prime vie was great, 
But when they were evacuated, and antimonials with free di. 
lution were administered, they were generally followed by a 
pleasant ‘relaxation of the skin; and a remission of all the 
symptoms. When the sickness and irritability of the stomach 
were found to be very great, combinations of the infus. Senne 
with neutral salts and aromatics, were found to be best adap. 
ted to the case. When the thirst was great and the skin 
very dry, compounds of jalap, ipecac and cream of tartar, 
with free dilution, were beneficial. ‘To excite ptyalism was 
difficult, indeed almost impracticable; and when excited, it 
was not generally followed by relief. Subsultus tendinum, 
delirium, and other nervous symptoms, in the advanced stage, 
were increased by wine and bark, but were invariably removed 
by the effectual action of cathartics. Cold water in all modes 
of application, was a good febrifuge and very refreshing. 
Tepid bathing, either partial or general, was resorted to with 
advantage. <A solution of common salt was found to miti- 
gate the disagreeable secretion:of the throat, and the sick- 
ness of the stomach, better than any thing else. In some‘ca- 
ses of cool skin and great irritibility of the stomach, Tartrate 
of Antimony administered in the usual way, to the amount 
of five or six grains, would, for some time, settle the stomach, 
but afterwards create spasms of that organ. As a general 
rule, | found that when the skin was cool, antimonials :in any 
form were prejudicial—occasioning great distress. The dis- 
ease sometimes commenced in a very insidious and occult 
manner; and these cases, when not understood and treated 
boldly at the commencement, most certainly proved fatal. 
Such cases began with a sense of debility, loss of appetite, 
frequent, irritating, and foetid watery discharges from the bow- 
els—small in quantity, and attended with slight pain; the pulse 
was obscure and small, the dejection of spirits great, and 
the appearance of the countenance indicative of concern and 
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apprehension, This depression of spirits and peculiar as- 
pect of the face, were, to the superficial and inexperienced 
practitioner, sometimes the only tokens of danger. When 
from the presence of bowel-disorder, the case was either mis- 
taken fora slight dysentery, or a diarrhea, and the treatment 
was adapted to that disease, the result was uniformly fatal in 
a few days, exhibiting towards the close all the marks of the 
greatest malignity. But when at the commencement, blood 
to the amount of from 60:to 70 ounces was drawn at several 
bleedings, and in 8 or 10.hours afterwards, the patient 
was immersed in a warm bath, and diluent injections with 
cathartics were administered, the patient was generally re- 
stored in a few days. The pulse under the use of the lancet 
became larger, stronger, slower, or more and more distinct; 
and the patient in this way was cured without the loss of ei- 
ther much flesh or strength. When there was a disposition 
to local determination, it was relieved by the free use of the 
lancet succeeded by blisters. ‘There was another peculiarity 


i attending this fever—viz: It would commence mildly, and 


the physician hoping to put an end to it at once, would 
resort boldly to the use of the lancet, emetics, cathar- 
tics, &c.—but the disease would daily increase to an alarm- 
ing degree; the skin would become exceedingly dry and hot, 
and the thirst very great, with extreme restlessness and -deli- 
rium. Every bleeding and dose of medicine would appear 
to increase the symptoms. In such instances, the most deci- 
ded advantages were produced by the application of cold: wa- 
ter. The patients could not be salivated, and when subsul- 
tus tendinum supervened, it was removed by cathartics. Such 
cases generally proved very obstinate. Some patients, seve- 
ral weeks previous to an attack, were in unusually high spirits, 
and appeared to be uncommonly healthy. Such cases were 
generally violent. Long exposure to the sun more frequent- 
ly acted as an exciting cause than any thing else. In cases 
where the stomach was so extremely irritable as to reject eve- 
ry thing: taken into it, and when no external applications 
could relieve it, and when: the injection of the most power- 
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ful substances would produce no evacuation, I have adminis 
tered calomel in large and frequently repeated doses with 
great success; for the only way in which that kind of sick 
stomach could be relieved, was by exciting the bowels. | 
found a combination of squills with calomel and drastics, very 
serviceable when the torpor of the secretory vessels was great; 
nor did those medicines occasion, even in large doses, vomi- 
ting or nausea, but excited chylopoietic secretion, and proved 
salutary. 

The disease had seldom any marked crisis, except by 
urine, which was secreted generally in very profuse quaniti- 
ties on the remission of the symptoms, and afforded various 
sediments. Blisters were applied for the purpose of reliey- 
ing local determinations. If the fever continued high, the 
blistered surfaces became exceedingly irritable; and when 
the most soothing and anodyne applications all failed of re- 
lieving, and even produced violent pain, the fresh leaves of 
the Datura Stramonium gave immediate relief, by abating 
the pain, diminishing the inflammation, and producing sup- 
puration and granulation. When these ulcers continued too 
long, and resisted the application of red precipitate, the bark 
and a variety of other medicaments, a weak solution of Sulph. 
of Iron healed them immediately. 

During the prevalence of the fever, I had some cases. 
in which I could not by any combination of the cathartics of 
the shop’s produce, the kind of catharsis | wished—I was at 
a loss whether to attribute this to the nature of the disease, 
or to the adulteration of the medicines. They appeared to 
be good, and were the best that could be procured in the 
country; but still they failed. Having some knowledge of 
our indiginous cathartics, I determined to give them a trial. 
I collected the White walnut bark, the May apple root, 
and the Blood root. I made an extract from the first; a spi: 
ritous tincture of the second; and powdered the last. The 
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extract reduced to the consistence of honey, and combined 
with jalap, ipecac, and Castile soap, operated admirably. 
These articles appeared to have these advantages over all 
others—First: That ifadministered in sufficient quantities,they 
never fail to operate. ‘Second: That in large doses, they ne- 
ver occasioned troublesome sickness, griping, nor any other 
bad symptom. Third: That they never produced watery 
fetid stools, nor reduced the strength of the patient. Fourth: 
That in a peculiar manner they allayed irritation. I soon 
found that this extract could be so combined as to fulfil any 
indication that existed, much more satisfactorily than any 
other medicine, and indeed it cured several tolerably bad 
cases of the fever in a shorter time than usual. 

During the prevalence of the epidemic, | examined the 
pulse in a great number who were either entirely without 
complaint or but slightly indisposed, and I do not recollect 
an instance in which it was less than 90 in a minute, 
and in some it exceeded an hundred. Such was the unjvere« 
sal influence of the predisposing cause of the disease. 

In October the weather changed very suddenly from hot 
and dry, to cool and damp, the consequence of which was a 
great many sudden and violent attacks of entirely a different 
character, and requiring different treatment from any of the 
foregoing’ The pulse was weak, quick and angry in its 
stroke; the tongue much loaded; thirst intense; the debility 
sudden and extreme; and the difficulty of breathing most 
oppressive; with agonizing restlessness, spasms and_ pain. 
Combinations of opium, camphor and calomel, followed by 
emetics and cathartics, produced in these cases prompt and 
decided relief. 


PECULIARITIES OF THE FEVER OF 1820. 


The winter of 1819-20 was very and uniformly cold, and 
the country healthy. The spring and fore part of the sum- 
mer of 1820 were also healthy, except a few intermittents in 
those who had been the subjects of disease the fall preceding. 
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The summer was dry and warm; but not so much go, a; 
that of the preceding year. The epidemic was much less 
general and violent, than that of the autumn; and the 
proportion of intermittents to remittenfs was much great- 
er. The fever differed but little in its nature and symp. 
toms from the epidemic of 1819. One of the principal cir. 
cumstances of difference was, that in many cases there was 
a violent action of the large arteries, without inflammation, 
pain, increased action or distention of the capillaries. This 
action was always greatest at the height of the hot stage; at 
which time it was impossible to get any kind of medicine to 
produce an effect. This action it was exceedingly difficult 
to reduce by abstracting large quantities of blood; and in 
fact, this reduction could not be effected without the assis. 
tance of cathartics administered during the remission of the 
disease. I found that immersing the patient in tepid water,and 
keeping him there from 30 to 60 minutes, or as long as he 
could support it, was of much more obvious and permanent 
benefit, in reducing the arterial action, than the most copi- 
ous abstraction of blood, and that it had this great advantage 
over bleeding, that it did not weaken the patient like venesec- 
tion. But for the cure of the disease, purgatives were prin- 
cipally to be depended upon. Black stools were invariably 
followed by an abatement of all the symptoms; and for the 
purpose of producing them, [ found a combination of the ex- 
tract of the White walnut with other cathartics, to have de- 
cided advantages over every other formula; but still I fre- 
quently resorted to others, for the purpose of fulfiling par- 
ticular indications. Some cases were attended with the slimy 
secretion already mentioned, which appeared to extend 
throughout, and line, the whole alimentary canal; and, toge- 
ther with the remarkable torpor of the canal, rendered the 
action of medicines in some cases almost impossible. Jn these 
circumstances, I found considerable advantage from resort: 
ing to powdered egg shells; which, administered in doses of 
a table spoonfull, by their mechanical and chemical action, 
brought away much slime, after which medicines operated 
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well. In some cases, where either through neglect or bad 
treatment, the patient was brought to the brink of the grave; 
where constant and convulsive hiccup; weak, irregular and 
intermitting or absent pulse; hippocratic face; cold and black 
tongue; insensibility; cold extremities; oppressive breath- 
ing; subsultus tendinum—andall the symptoms usually present 
in the last stage of malignant fever from miasma, and when 
uniform experience shews the inefficacy of all the narcotic 
stimuli, and when blisters would not draw; when camphor, 
 yolatile alkali, ginger, calomel, and other exciters of the se- 
; cretions failed, I found very marked benefit, from black mus- 
\ tard seed bruised and infused in a mixture of vinegar and 
warm water, in the proportion of one part of the former to 
three of the latter, administered to the patient until it exci- 


| 1 ted puking, which was followed by universal warmth; after 








which stimulating cathartics and diluents completed the 
cure. 

The disease was followed, in the fore part of the follow- 
ing winter, 1820-21, by the Influenza: in which, besides the 
usual remedies recommended for that complaint, a free use 
of the Tinct. Digitalis was found to be very beneficial,—ap- 
pearing to act specifically, in allaying inflammation, irrita- 
tion and cough, and in promoting expectoration. The winter 
proved excessively cold—the thermometer standing, at one 
time, about thirty-two degrees below zero. Those who had 
experienced the fever in the fall, and exposed themselves, 
were subject to attacks of the phlegmasiz, which were difficult 
to cure. 

The spring of 1821 was very wet and cool, and many of 
those who had been subjects of the fever of the preceding 
autumn, were now attacked with intermittents; but they 
readily yielded to an emetic and free use of the Bark. Ver- 
nal intermittents require the lancet and other evacuants least, 
and yield most readily to the Bark. The summer continued 
wet, cool and healthy, with the exception of slight bilious 
diarrheeas, a few dysenteries, and, as the season advanced, 
some attacks of cholera morbus. About the first of August 
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the weather became warmer, and was soon quite sultry. |p. 
termittents and remittents, the two last weeks of that month. 
became common. ‘The fever of this year differed from the 
foregoing, chiefly in there being, in nearly all cases, an jp- 
creased action of the large arteries going to the head, and in 
the presence of several nervous symptoms at the very com. 
mencement. It was more confined to the low country, and 
in many instances had a more malignant character. The 
pulse varied in different cases; in the early stages, and from 
being hard, tense, full and strong, it became feeble, quick and 
itregular. Patients thus affected complained generally of a 
violent pain in the head, and were delirious. Others were 
affected with 4 numbness of the whole, or a part of the sy: 
tem. In this epidemic, more than in the preceding, the arte. 
rial action appeared to be nothing more than a symptom ol 
the disease, and, consequently, blood letting was less to be 
depended on in the treatment. Both this year and the one 
preceding, I found the addition of pulverized ginger root t 
my cathartics, when the stomach was irritable, the skin cool. 
and the excitement partially diffused, to be very useful iv 
allaying irritation, arousing the secretions and diffusing the 
excitement. I found in cases of weak pulse and violent pain, 
combinations of ginger, camphor and calomel, as a cathartic. 
very useful in abating the fever and nervous symptoms. |) 
cases of cold skin, irritable stomach, and great depression oi 
spirits, where the torpor of the bowels was very great, aud 
where the secretion of mucous and slime was abundant, I found 
the black mustard seed, administered either as an emetic, of 
so gradually as to be merely an excitant previous to the ad: 
ministration of the cathartics, to be useful. Without such an 
auxiliary, it seemed to me, that I should not have been able. 
in many, to produce catharsis. 

The use of cold water, during the paroxysm and alle! 
effectual catharsis, was found in numerous instances, to have 
a very powerful effect in mitigating all the ‘symptoms.— 
Spasmodic pains occurred in this fever, particularly in the 
thorax,and were very distressing,and rendered the respiration 
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Ie difficult. The application of flannels, dipped in boiling spirits, 
bn, P @ to the part affected, was found to afford prompt relief. ‘The 
€ | | application of spirit in this way, as hot as it could be made, 
\ neither blistered nor inflamed the part. 

n Tartar emetic, as a vomit, frequently produced violent 
' effects in the fever of this season. I heard of several cases, 
d where the state of the patient was not properly attended to, 
p in which he died during the operation. 1 saw several, who 
were in great danger from this cause. 

| In the last stages of the disease of this year, as well as that 





of the preceding, when the extremities were becoming cold, 
blisters were found to be beneficial as a stimulus. 

I found the acid of *Sumach berries, which were very 
abundant this season, to make an agreeable and useful drink 
for febrile patients. It was prepared for use by simply im- 
mersing the berries, white with it,in cold water; and adding 
sugar, or not, as the patient preferred. 

In cases of violent arterial action, the lancet, when used to 
agreat extent, would mitigate the symptoms of that parox- 
ysm; but unless effectual catharsis was produced in the inter- 
val, the next paroxysm would retarn with increased violence, 
—and in this way, those who depended too much on the use 
of the lancet in the cure of the disease, would sometimes 
find their patients dead in eight or ten hours, after they had 
been supposed out of danger. 

In the intermittents of this year,a combination of opium 
and camphor, administered half an hour before the chill, 
very generally prevented it, and induced a pleasant perspira- 
tion, The Bark, sulphuric acid, and Fowler’s solution of 




















arsenic, were all beneficial in different cases. The tourniquet 






or ligature was also frequently resorted to with advantage. 
It was evidently useful in connexion with opium and camphor. 













* Rhus Glabrum, of the botanists. The white crystals which cover 
the surface of its berries, and in the winter contribute te the beautiful 
crimson colour which they display, appears from the experiments of Dr. 
Horsfield, to be the bitartrate of potash. The parts within contain the 
tanno-gallic acid.—See Select Medical Theses, yo}. 1. Eps. 
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I neglected to mention, in the history of the preceding 
epidemic, that I had, in some particular cases, prevented 
the paroxysm by bleeding in the access. Those cases were 
marked, in that stage, by great pain in the head and back, 
and by a tense, labouring pulse. After bleeding, the heat be. 
came diffused, and the pulse slower, softer, and fuller; the 
pain was relieved, and the excitement and blood diffused to 
the extremities,—thus the paroxysm was prevented 


Notice of the peculiarities in the action of the Extract of the bay! 
of the White Walnut, or Juglans Cinerea, 


When reduced to the consistence of thick honey, ar 
combined with jalap or rhubarb, pulver. ipecacuanha ani 
Castile soap, so as to form pills as already stated, it act 
as a mild, effectual purgative, without producing sicknes, 
griping, or distress of any kind. Its operation is  slov, 
but certain and efficient, always bringing away morbid secre 
tions,and never producing frequent or watery stools. — [ts ac 
tion is peculiar, in relieving irritation, exciting secretion, ani 
preserving the strength of the patient. It frequently act 
as an anddyne; affording the restless patient a good night 
rest,and not operating as a cathartic till morning. In dyser 
tery it allays pain, relieves tenesmus, stops the frequent dis 
charges, and produces ease. In autumnal fevers, it eflec- 
tually brings away morbid secretions, without irritating the 
viscera, and disposes the parts to a healthy action. In dys 
pepsia it relieves cardialgia, prevents acrid secretions, an 
keeps the bowels gently open. Finally, in obstinate consti 
pation it operates as thoroughly and certainly as calomel, 01 
the drastic purgatives, without occasioning the sickness and 
irritation which they excite. Besides the above combination. 
I have made use of it, in a variety of others,—such as with 


calomel, ginger and squills, varying the proportions, accord: 
ing to the indications presented by particular cases. Those 
who have used the various combinations give it the preie- 
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rence to any anti-bilious or laxative pills, they ever used. 
] have always introduced Castile soap into the different com. 
positions, for the purpose of correcting an acrimony which 
has sometimes been found in it. 

[ have commonly prepared the extr 
bark of the trunk, of a middle 
spring of the year. 


act from the inner 
aged, healthy tree, in the 
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Arr. [1].—Staphyloraphe, or Palate-Suture, successfully perform- 
ed. By A. H. Stevens, M. D. Professor of Surgery in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York. 


|From the North American Med. and Surg. Journal for April, 1827.) 


Mr. Tuomas Pearsanr, aged twenty-five years. of Greene 
county. New York. applied to me in September, 1826, for advice 
respecting a machine he wished to have fitted for a congenital 
division of the palate. . 

The division extended from about the anterior part of the 
palatine bones directly backwards, in the median line, through 
the velum pendulum palati and uvula. The retraction of the 
parts left an opening like an inverted V, with a rounded top; 
but in the space between the palatine bones, the soft parts pro- 
jected a little on each side, towards the median line. 

I proposed to him an operation for uniting the divided parts, 
which appeared to be rather separated than wanting. He as. 
sented to this, and having, by my advice, arranged his affairs, 
and provided himself with a person to attend to his wants, he 
agreed not to speak, or swallow any thing whatsoever, for four 
days. 1 performed the operation in the following manner. The 
patient being seated near a window, and his head thrown back, 
and supported by an assistant standing behind, I interposed 2 
handkerchief, tightly rolled up, between the molar teeth of the 
right side, and depressing the tongue with the left hand, intro- 
duced with the right hand a curved needle, armed with a thread, 
passed through an opening near its point. The head of the 
needle formed a small screw, and was received into a straight 
cylinder of iron, furnished with a female screw for the purpose. 
The needle was passed through the lower part of the velum 
pendulum, opposite the base of the uvula, and on the left side. 
about one sixth of an inch from the edge. The shaft was now 
unscrewed, and the needle brought out. The two ends of the 
thread were then held back at the angle of the mouth, and twe 
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giher ligatures were introduced in a similar manner, and then 
also on the opposite side. With a hawk’s-bill forceps, 1 now 
seized the anterior part of the divided palate, and inserting a 
cataract knife about one line anterior to the division, pared of a 
thin slice of the membrane on each side. One end of each of 
the ligatures was next tied to one end of the corresponding liga- 
ture on the opposite side, and the knot was then drawn through, 
and divided. The lower ligature was then drawn with a sur- 
geon’s knot and a single knot upon it; next; the middle, and 
lastly, the upper one; and the ends of each cut closely. 


The operation lasted nearly one our, time being given, in 
the intervals of introducing the threads, for the patient to rest, 
and recover from the efforts to vomit, which were occasioned 
by them, and also for the bleeding to cease. The patient, by 
request, went to bed to prevent hunger, and did not speak, or 
swallow any thing, for four days, only wetting his mouth with 
cold water. At the expiration of the fourth day, | removed the 
threads, and found the parts perfectly united. On the morning 
of the fifth day, when I visited him, | found he had already 
taken a bowl of rye mush and milk: no separation of the parts 
had taken place. An astringent gargle was prescribed. In the 
afternoon, he ate several pies, and began to speak freely, but 
not with much improvement in his articulation. Supposing it 
might proceed from the division of the uvula, the parts of which 
hung like a swallow’s tail from the end of the velum pendulum, 
I removed one of them. The inflammation soon subsided, and 
on the tenth day, he came to take leave, being about to return 
home. The parts were entirely united, and the inflammation 
scarcely perceptible. ‘The voice was materially improved, but 
far from being perfect. He felt that the air did not go so much 
up into his nose as before the operation, or on the first days after 
it; and that the palate was not so tightly stretched across his 
mouth as before. Indeed, it was evidently getting further back 
than it was at first, in consequence of its yielding. 

This young man was operated upon in presence of Dr. E.G. 
Ludlow, of this city, and was visited in the progress of his case 
by Dr. Hodge of Philadelphia, and Dr. Kissam, of this city. 1 
am not aware, that this operation has been attempted before in 
this country. The author of it is Mr. Roux, of Paris: he first 








914 Experiments and Discoveries on Opium. 





sieneen aetoes 


“ 


performed it upon a Mr. Stephens, a medical gentleman, of Ca. 
nada. Mr. R. states, that the speech was corrected as soon as 
the ligatures were applied. It was not so in Mr. Pearsall’s case. 
Mr. R. does not enter into the particular mode of tying the liga- 
tures, Mr. Atcock, of London, has also performed the opera. 
tion, but did not succeed in effecting union on the first trial, 
except at the lower part of the soft palate; and was obliged to 
repeat the operation five or six times with threads and with 
needles, owing, as | conceive, to lis applying a single. instead of 
a surgeon’s knot, and to his not preventing the patient from 
speaking or swalloWing until union had taken place. Mr. A, 
states, that the reason patients do not receive the perfect use of 
speech, immediately after the union of the parts, is, that they 
require to be taught to place the tongue against the roots of the 
front teeth, in making such sounds as c soft, s, and th, and by 
diligent attention to attain the pronunciation of the different 
words. I regret that my patient left me before I could test the 
value of these directions. I apprehend, however, that it is 
necessary the velum pendulum palati should hang somewhat 
loosely across the fauces, in order to close the opening of the 
posterior nares, in speaking. I therefore infer, that Mr. Pear- 
sall will ultimately acquire a perfect power of enunciation. 
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Art. 1V.—Pharmaceutic experiments and discoveries on Opium, 
by Rorerr Hare, M. D. Professor of Chemistry in the 
University of Pennsylvania. 







[From the American Journal of Science and Arts for June, 1827.) 






1. A method of detecting minute quantities of Opium, in solution. 





Through the discoveries of Sertverner, it is now well 
known, that opium contains an alkaline substance, called mor- 
phia, to which it owes its efficacy in promoting sleep, and re- 
lieving pain: also, that this alkali is naturally in union with an 
acid called meconic, which produces a striking red colour, with 
solutions of red oxyd of iron. Nevertheless, this property has 
not been proposed as a means of detecting opium; which has 
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probably arisen from the circumstance, that the meconate of 
iron does not precipitate. I have, however, contrived a method 
by which a quantity of opium, not exceeding that contained in 
ten drops of laudanum, may be detected in a half gallon of 
water. 

My process is founded on the property which meconic acid 
has of precipitating with lead. Hence, by adding a few drops 
of acetate of lead to any infusion, containing any quantity of 
the drug in question, not more minute than the proportion above 
mentioned, an observable quantity of the meconate of lead falle 
down. The precipitation, where the quantity is small, may re- 
quire from six to twelve hours, and may be facilitated by a very 
gentle stirring with a glass rod, to detach the flocks from the 
sides of the recipient, which should be conical, so as to concen- 
trate them during their descent. 

The meconate being thus collected at the bottom of the ves- 
rel, let about thirty drops of sulphuric acid be poured down on 
it bv means of a glass tube. Let this be followed by as much of 
the red sulphate of iron, The sulphuric acid liberates the me- 
conic acid, and thus enables it to produce, with the iron, the ap- 
propriate colour which demonstrates the presence of that acid, 


and consequently of opium. 


2. A method of preparing Denarcotised Laudanum. 


we 


Agreeably to the observations of the French chemists and 
physicians, the unpleasant effects of opium reside in a principle 
called narcotine, and Rosrqvert has informed us, that by diges- 
tion in ether, the drug may be depurated of that noxious prin- 
ciple. It struck me, as soon as | became acquainted with the 
statement of Robiquet, that it was of the utmost importance to 
humanity to have it tested, and the result made known to my 
countrymen, if favourable, 

Some opium, shaved by rubbing it on the face of a jack- 
plane, was subjected, four times successively, to as much ether, 
of the specific gravity of .735, as would cover it, allowing each 
portion to act upon it for about twenty-four hours. 

The opium was afterwards subjected to as much duly diluted 
alcohol as would have been adequate to convert it into laudanum 
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of the common kind, had it not been subjected to the ether, |; 
the ether which had been digested on the opium, a deposition 
of crystalline matter soon commenced. The stopple being re. 
moved, and the mouth of the containing vessel (in this case a 
common French tincture bottle) being covered with blotting pa. 
per, ina few days nearly the whole of the liquid evaporated 
spontaneously, leaving much crystalline matter mixed with 
colouring matter. ‘The former is,no doubt, the principle distin. 
guished by Robiquet, since called narcotine. 

The digestion of the opium with the ether, is conveniently 
performed in the Papins digesters, which are sold at some of 
the hardware stores in Philade}phia. 

The ether should be kept near the temperature of ebullition 


The first use which was made of the denarcotised laudanum, 
was by way of an enema of thirty drops, in the case of a child 
tortured by ascarides, to whom it gave early relief, inducing » 
comfortable, and apparently natural sleep, and causing subse: 
quently no unpleasant sympioms. 


The second instance was a case of severe head-ache, which 
was relieved in about thirty minutes, by ten drops taken into 
the stomach. A refreshing slumber succeeded, which wai 
not followed by any of the distressing sensations to which the 
patient has always been subjected after taking common lau. 
danum. 

I subjoin the results obtained, with the denarcotised lauds- 
num, by a veteran in the healing art. 


“ DEAR DOCTOR: 

“When you presented me with some laudanum, prepared 
from opium deprived of its narcotine, you wished me to inform 
you in what it differed in effect from landanum prepared in the 
usual way. I have tried it in but four cases; all of which, how- 
ever, were fair ones for its employment, as each had constantly 
experienced the most distressing effects from opium in every 
way in which it had been exhibited, I will relate them in 
order, 

“Case I—Was that of a lady, who was suffering severely 
from a chronic affection of the uterus. In her case, opium, in 
‘ome form or other, was absolutely necessary; and every form 
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commonly known was resorted to, with a view of diminishing 
its terrible after-effects upon her stomach and head, but without 
success. 

« | recommended the denarcotised tincture of opium to her, 
ina dose similar to that she had been in the habit of using of 
the common laudanum, &c. The first two or three doses were 
followed by the common after-feelings, ov ing. most probably, to 
the impression of the former forms in which she used the opium 
not having entirely ceased; for soon after, and to the present 
time, a period of two weeks, she experienced the most decided 
relief from pain, without the slightest inconvenience following 
its use. 

“ Case II+Is one where severe after-pains followed delivery, 
and in which every other remedy almost, save opium, was tried 
without success for their relief. In this case, opium in no shape 
whatever could be given internally, or even employed exter- 
nally, without the severest suflerings following. 

“The denarcotised laudanum was given with the most 
entire success, and without the slightest inconvenience follow- 
ing ifs exhibition. The lady called it the‘ divine tincture of 
opium.” 

“Cases fl and [V—Were the ordinary cases of opium dis- 
agreeing in any form; the exhibition of the tincture in question, 
in neither case, was followed by any unpleasant feeling. 

“From this experience, though limited, | am led to antici- 
pate, the great desideratum in the use of opium ts obtained. 

“With many thanks for your liberal supply of the article for 


my trials, | remain, as ever, yours, 
“W. P. DEWEES. 
“ March 25th, 1827.” 


3. An easy method of obtaining Meconic Acid. 


if to an aqueous infusion of opium we add sub-acetate of 
lead, a copious precipitation of meconate of lead ensues, ‘This 
being collected by agfilter, and exposed to sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, meconic acid is liberated. The solution is of a reddish 
amber colour, and furnishes, by evaporation, crystals of the same 
hue. A very small quantity produces a very striking eflect in 


reddening solutions of peroxide of iron. 
Vor. L—No. 4. A 
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Instead of sulphuretted hydrogen, sulphuric acid may be 
used to liberate the meconic acid| The presence of the former, 
in excess, does not seem to interfere with the power of reddep. 
ing ferruginous solutions, But any excess of sulphuric acid may 
be removed by whiting, which is not acted upon sensibly by the 
meconic acid. Yet the acid procured in this way, did not crys. 
tallize so handsome'y, or with so much facility, as that obtained 
by sulphuretted hydrogen. 
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Art. V.—Commentaries on the Principles and Practice of Phy- 
sic, Yc. By James Maxirrricx, M.D. 1772. 
Elements of Pathology and Therapeutics, fc. By Cares 
Hintier Parry, M. D. 1815. 


[Retrospective Review, continued from page 51.] 


We resume the examination of these works, and shall 
proceed to show the agreement of the latter with the former. 

In Dr. Parry’s Elements, three principles are employed 
in the solution of almost every pathological problem. ‘They 
are, Increased general momentum, Excessive local determination, 
and Defective determination. ‘They may occur separately, but 
are in most cases united. On one or more of these condi- 
tions, he seems to think that all maladies depend. Thus, in 
the first chapter of his book, he treats, in general terms, of 
«Excessive Momentum or Determination of Blood;’ and 
subsequently he dwells upon “ I’xcessive general Momentum 
of Blood,” and its connexion with * Local Determination.” 
His views relative to this connexion may be collected from 
the 147th, 8th and 9th paragraphs of the work. 

** On other occasions, the excessive momentum is succeeded by local 


determinations, which, from their duration or other circumstances, may 
be considered as morbid. 

‘‘ The order of succession of local symptoms of this kind, as connected 
with constitutional ones, is varied chiefly in the three following ways: 

Ist. In some instances the local congestion or dilatation first appears, 
and is followed by excessive action of the heart, and proportionable gene- 
ral momentum of the blood. 

2dly. In other instances, the local and general momentum seem to 
occur together, and to proceed with equal steps. And, 

Sdly. In other cases, the general increased momentum precedes, and 
is followed by the local morbid determination. 

“It is worthy of being well remembered, that local determinations, 
following general excessive momentum, do not often occur, till after the 
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latter has lasted for several hours, and sometimes even days. This 
a common order of facts in gout and other local inflan mations. Oj}. 
instances of the same kind, not amounting to inflammation, or general]) 
remarked by authors, will be adduced as we proceed ”’ 


He then proceeds to treat of Inflammations, and endea 
vours to reduce to one principle—excessive local determina. 
tion, with or without increased general momentum—al} thy 
phlegmasi of the nosologists, and, indeed, every inflammatory 
affection. In the course of this discussion we find, paragrap! 





214.the following recognition: 








“ The influence of increased or diminished dilatation from excessi 
or lessened impetus being however established as a fact, many importai: 
practical consequences follow. 





From Inflammations he advances to Dropsies and Ha 
morrhages, all of which he regards as assimilated to the firs, 
by the common circumstances of increased momentum 6! 
blood to or in the affected parts. In paragraph 400 he thy: 
expresses himself, 





‘In the preceding pages an attempt has been made to show a coin 
dence of action or affection between Inflammation, Dropsy and Hamorr. 
hage, inasmuch as each of them is the consequence of excessive momci: 




















tum of blood, whether absolute or relative.” 






He next discusses the subject of “ Simple Excessive D 
termination, or Fulness of Blood,” producing diseases iv 
which there “ exists an increase of momentum, short of in 
flammation.” His enumeration here embraces certain drop: 
sical effusions, pains in various parts of the body, differen 
forms of cutaneous redness, certain feelings gencrally denoni: 
nated nervous, slow enlargements of glandular parts, cramp 
and local spasms, dy spepsia, coryza, diabetes, &c. &c. 
Proceeding then to the Nervous function, he considers thi 
manner in which it is sustained, and may be thrown into dis 
ease by the sanguiferous. Under the head of « Excessive 
Determination of Blood to the Brain,” he enumerates, ver 
tigo, epilepsy, convulsions, chorea, tetanus, hysteria, insanity. 
&c. &c., all of which he deduces from that pathological 
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state; and having spoken in detail on this subject, he comes, 
at length, par. 854, to make the following declaration: 


‘In the foregoing pages of this work, I have attempted to shew, that 
iImost all the maladies, incidental to the animal frame, have this very 
circumstance of excessive mumentum of blood, as one important com: on 


‘ 


link in the great and connected chain of causes; that is, of uniformly 
’ 


preceding phenomena.’ 
Afterwards, in closing up the subject, he furnishes us, 
paragraph 864, with the following tablesof the « Chief Dis 


eases from increased determination.” 


“First, excessive determination or momentum of blood to the skin. 

“Sweating, scarlatina, measles, erythema, erysipelas, and all the 
forms of ernotive diseases. 

“ Secondly, to mucous membranes. 

“ Coryza, catarrh, whooping couch, croup, sore throat, peripneumonia 
notha, catarrhus senilis, bronchitis, asthma: anbthe, dyspepsia, diar- 
rhoea, and various other disorders of the villous coat of the alimentary 
cinal; strictures in the urethra, esophagus, colon, and rectum; gleet; 
fluor albus; catarrhus vesice. 

* Thirdly, to serous membranes. 

‘¢Phieymon; pleurisy; pericarditis; peritonitis of different parts, con- 
stituting enteritis, puerperal fever, &c.; inflammation of the tunica vagi- 
nalis testis. To synovial membranes, producing arthritis; together with 
the effects of these several states, anasarca, hydrothorax, hydropericar- 
dium, ascites, hydrocele, effusions into joints, adhesion, anchylosis, &c. 

‘Fourthly, to various other membranes. 

“Of the spinal marrow, nerves, paraphlegia, sciatica, tic doulou- 
reux,&c. To the enithelion, deafness. 

“ Fifthly, to glandular parts. 

“Cynanche parotidaa, or mumps; swelling and other disorders of 
the thvroid gland, mammz, testicles, prostate, and various other glandu- 
lar parts; phthisis pulmonalis; atrophy. 

* Sixthly, to the head. 

“ Head-ach, vertigo, sleeplessness, common nervous affections. mania, 
delirium, convulsions, hysteria, epilepsy, catalepsy, inflammation of the 
pia mater, or arachnoides; together with their occasional sequela, he- 
miphlegia, apoplexy, hydrocephalus, and other effusions. 

**Seventhly, to other parts in various formes. 

* Peripneumony, enlargement of the heart, liver, spleen, kidnies, tes- 
ticles, and uterus, with or without inflammation; fungus hoematodes, 

ophthalmia, cataract, amaurosis. . 

“ Eighthly, various increased natural discharges, not already spe- 
cified. 
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“¢ Ptvalism, diabetes, lachrymatio. 

‘‘ Ninthly, morbid depositions, not above arranged. 

“« Scirrbosities, indurations, ossifications, chalk stone, biliary and rena’ 
calculi, and other bard deposits in different parts. 

“ Tenthly, bamorrhages. 

“ From serous, mucous, or other membranes, or parenchyma; as frop 
the nose, uvula, fauces, lungs, stomach, intestines, kidnies, bladder, ute. 
rus, vasa deferentia, skin, liver, &c. To which may be added, the varioy: 


forms of pupura.” 

Having finished this, the most important branch of his 
subject, he comes, in a series of paragraphs, from 867 to 879, 
to deliver his sentiments on “ Defective Determination 0; 
Blood,” and enumerates several disorders, which he presume: 
to depend on that condition of the circulation in the parts 
which they affect. Finally, he treats of « Excessive Direc 
Determinations of Blood from Cold.” 

We shall not transcribe the names of the maladies, compara 


tively few in number, which he conceives to be dependent oi 
these two forms of sanguineous disruption, preferring to cop 
clude our extracts with the following corollaries, contained 


in his recapitulation paragraph 1015. 


‘‘ Thus have I endeavoured to shew— 

‘* First, that the far greater number of the diseases incidental to ¢| 
human frame, depend, at some point or other of that succession of ante. 
cedent circumstances, which constitutes the chain of causes, on excessive 
momentum of blood, whether local or general. 

* Secondly, that this momentum is not, necessarily, always excessi\ 
absolutely,—that is, in relation to the usual state of perfect health in 
the mass of mankind; but relatively to the state of the individual at th 
period given.” 

After these transcriptions from the Elements of Dr. 
Parry, we proceed to quote such parts of Dr. Makittrick’s 
Commentaries as may seem necessary to sustain our as 
sertion, that the leading ideas of the former were borrow: 
ed from, or at least are to be found in, the latter. Dr. M.’s 
5th Book, p. 265, opens with a table of simple proximate 
causes, which he throws into several divisions. We shall ex- 
tract the following titles, from the 1st division: 
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i. FAULTS OF MOTION—wnhic# ARE, 


1. Progressive Motion increased, 
2. Progressive Motion diminished. 


i. FAULTS OF DETERMINATION—watcn Ark, 


1. Determination suddenly diminished, 
2. 6“ slowly diminished, 
3. “c suddenly increased, 
4. 6 slowly increased. 


To this synopsis immediately succeeds the following 
PROPOSITION. 

“ As the healthy exercise of the vital functions, so far as it depends 
on the circulation, is supported by the regularity of the progressive and 
intestine motions of the blood, and by a due determination of it to the dif- 
ferent organs; and as the proximate causes of many internal diseases, 
and the effects of many of those that are called external, arise from, or 
are supported by, excess, defect, or irregularity of circulation; an ac- 
curate knowledge of the nature of diseases depends on their being well 
understood.” p. 266. 

He proceeds to expatiate on the causes, signs and effects 
of Increased Progressive Motion. Among the last he enu- 
merates, an inflammatory diatheSis, ardent and inflammatory 
fevers, and suddenly increased determination, to particular 
organs producing congestions and subsequent inflamma- 
tion. p. 281. 

The Increased General Momentum of Dr. P. is nothing 
else, than this Increased Progressive Motion of Dr. M. under 
another name. 

Dr. M. goes on to the consideration of Diminished Pro- 
gressive Motion, and speaks of the causes, signs and effects 
of that state; but we shall extract nothing from this portion of 
his book, choosing rather to proceed to the part which treats of 
Faults of Determination. This branch of his subject extends 
through no less than 272 pages, and nearly closes the volume. 
We have read it with pleasure and profit; for it abounds in 
important observations, both theoretical and practical. 

The following extracts set forth his general views of this 
subject, 
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‘“ When the body is in health, every part of it receives its determ, 
mate proportion of humours, with regard not only to the quantity, by; 
also the degree of motion with which it is transmitted; each organ re. 
ceiving the peculiar humour destined for it, and no other. 

*“ These proportions do not depend so much on the bulk of the or 
gans, as on their different structure, nature and offices. 

‘“ Thus the lungs, thongh not equal in bulk to one-sixth part of thy 
body, yet circuMate as much blood within the same space of time as qj) 
the rest of the organs, and Dr. Haller computes, that the brain receiy, 
one-third ef the whole mass; though in bulk it does not exceed opp. 
eighth of the solid parts. This shews that the blood is determined wit} 
more velocity to some organs than to others; owing probably to the com. 
bined causes, of the degree of proximity to the heart, the structure o) 
the organ, the diameter of the transmitting vessels, and probably to cer. 
tain habits impressed, ab origine, by the hand of the Creator. 

‘In like manner we remark, that in health, every organ receives ani 
prepares its peculiar humour; the liver the matter for secreting bile: th 
kidnies that of urine; the uterus the menstrual blood; the mammary 
clands the milk, &c. 

It is evident therefore, that in a morbid state of the body, many 
perversions of the functions depend upon faults in the determination; 
and as this is a subject that has scarcely been touched upon by patho 
gists, though in itself of great importance, I shall consider it more mi 
nutely. Healthy determination therefore depends on the following cir 
cumstances. 

“Ist. The quantity of humours delermincd being neither too creat nor to 
small. If too great a qantity of blood is sent to an organ, its vessels will 
be distended, and its bulk increased: if the quantity is too -mall, its ves. 
sels will contract in proportion, and the bulk of the organ will be dimin- 
ished, 

“Qdly. The degree of force or impulse with which it is determined bei 2 
sufficient. If the impulse is too great, the part will become red, painfu 
and tumid; if the impulse is weak, it will become pale, and its bulk will 
be diminished. An instance of the former we have in an inflammation 
of the leg; and of the latter in an atrophy or wasting of it; in such and 
similar cases, the quantity is generally in proportion to the impulse. 

“© Sdly. On the humours passing in proper quantity, and with sufficient 
facility, through the different canals of the organ. ‘Thus, though the liver 
has its proper quantity of blood sent to it by the arteria hepatica and 
vena portarum; yet if a part of this blood either hesitates in the ends o 
the sanguiferous arteries; or if the lateral serous arteries do not recei\ 
their due proportion of thin humours, for the secretion of the bile, or th 
nourishment of the organ; or if the bile, after being secreted, does not 
pass off readily by the excretory ducts, or passes off in too great a quat- 
tity; there is in all these cases as much a fault of determination, asif the 
blood sent to this organ were either excessive or deficient in quantity ; o 
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{is impulse too great or too small. The instances now given may be ap- 
plied to any other organ of the body; and will be sufficient, with the 
subsequent remarks, to give a just idea of this matter. 

‘‘ Morbid determination therefore, may depend not only on the quan- 
tity of humours sent to an organ; or the impetus or motion with which 
they are transmitted thither, being too great or too little; but also on 
some excess or defect of its motion or distribution through all its canals 
or cavities; or of the quantity or motion of the humours from the organ, 
either into the general circulation, or for the purpose of excretion. 

“This tendency to morbid determination did not escape the notice of 
Hippocrates ; who, in his remarks on a particular species of the typhus, 
or low fever, observes, that this disease was determined chiefly to the 
liver and the head. 

“ Sydenham denominates the fevers of particular constitutions, coma- 
tose, pleuritic or dysenteric; according to the morbid determination to 
particular organs: Hoffman asserts, that the fatal termination of fevers, 
is generally owing to a congestion in, and sphacclus of the internal vis- 
cera; and Morgagni’s Dissections afford us many proofs of morbid deter- 
mination. 

“T have divided determination into diminished and increased; and 
these are again subdivided into the sudden and slow; but this is done 
rather for the sake of perspicuity, than on account of their being distinct 
‘om, or independent of each other; for the contrary is really the case. 

“In health, there is a certain dependence of the organs and their 
finctions upon each other; and the same correspondence which suppor- 
ted them in health, is the eventual cause of their being disturbed by the 

auses of diseases. 

« This correspondence or co-operation, both in health, and under dis- 
ease, has been explained in the former parts of the work; and healthy 
and morbid determination depend chiefly upon it. 

“In the following tables I have placed diminished determination be- 
fore that which is increased. 

“As diminished determination is owing to that excess of power in 
the cavities or orifices over their contents, that the latter can not, either 
with respect to their quantity or motion, or both, distend their cavities 
suficiently for the purposes of health: so increased determination, on the 
other hand, depends on the quantity or motion of the contents, or both, 
being so great, as to overcome the necessary and healthy resistance and 
counteraction of the cavities or orifices to their contents. 

“I have in the first part of pathology, considered simple causes; here 
we have those causes variously combined, as they constitute the proxi- 
mate causes of almost all the diseases to which the human body is sub- 
ject. 

“This therefore is a most important branch of pathology, compre- 
tending a summary view of a great number of diseases 
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“ Diminished determination depends on the Contents ot cavities (y ine 
reccived in less quantity, or with less force than in health; and incre, 
ed determination, on the quantity, or impetus, or both, being too gros, 

“The general causes of diminished determination are such, as ej\},,, 


render the passage of the contents of cavities or orifices less free thay | 


health, by lessening the diameter of those cavities or orifices; or by pro 


moting the passage of the contents in a greater degree than usual, jnt, 
other canals or cavities; so that less is received into the proper cha) 
nels, 

“ An instance of the first we have in rigor; which prevents the op, 
nary quantity of humours from passing into the superficial vessels of {} 
skin; and diarrhoea is an example of the second; so far, as by incr 
ing the fluction upon the intestinal canal, the determination to the s 
face is proportionably lessened. 

“‘ But as the changes produced in the animal economy, by these ; 
other similar means, must be very great; diminished de termination is yy. 
cessarily a cause of another species of determination different from | 
former; and which I have therefore called increased determination. | 
the contents of cavities, retarded or intercepted by diminished detery 
nation, must necessarily either stagnate, and be accumulated nea: 
portion of cavity that is straitened ; or they must pass into other ¢q)) 
ties, where by their bulk, motion, or both, they must create disturba 
in the functions, in proportion to this excess, and their degree of irrity. 
bility; or they must force open, and pass off by some orifices or emuy. 
tories, and be entirely discharged from the body. 

* An example of the first we have in (ever from obstructed perspira. 
tion; and of the latter in diarrhoea from the same cause. In these a 
similar cases the effect will often be niore violent and cangerous thant 
cause; and diminished determination will be only the efficient cause 
a beginning disease; the progress and termination of which is support 
by iucreased determination. 

“On the other hand, increased determination is often the canse 
diminished determination ; as when an inflammation of the lungs or kit: 
nies diminishes expectoration, or secretion of the arine; or these proxi 
mate causes may act alternately in various parts of the system; as iu 
the rigors and flushings in nervous diseases and fevers; and the succes 
sive diminution and distension of cavities in convulsions. 

* But as there are various degrces in the action of morbid causes, and 
consequently in their effects, I have divided each species of determine 
tion into sudden and slow; because the discases they produce are i 
many respects different in their nature and method of cure. 

*‘T have divided the chief causes, signs and effects of morbid dete 
mination into two tables; where :he reader will find a pretty accurate 
syllabus of the most essential circumstances relating to a very great uu 
her of diseases. 
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« The contents of these tables are so manifold and complicated, that 
the arrangement of them has been the cause of much laSour apd _per- 
plexity; and as they are the foundation of the nosology, and ought 
therefore to be accommodated to the nature and proximate causes of 
more than a thousand different genera and species of diseases; the diff 
culty was greatly increased; and as the attemnt is, so far as | know, en- 
tirely new, no man who has not been employed in a similar mode of in- 
vestigation, can possibly have any idea of the nature of the task. This 
obzervation is not obtruded on the reader with a view to enhance the 
merit of the work; but to bespeak his candour and indulgence for its 
defects, which are indeed unavoidable: could | have foreseen the difficul- 
ties that would necessarily have attended the execution of the plan, I 
certainly should never have undertaken it: but after be stowing much la- 
bour and time in the research, it became in some sort ne essary to com- 
plete it. 

* As the diseases of cavities are intimately connected with, and in- 
deed depend upon, morbid determination, I have treated of them to- 
gether: for though determination or aflux, is, properly speaking, an ap- 
pendage of circulation; and the term is never applied to any condition 
or change of the larger cavities, or their contents; yet there is so great 
a similarity between the causes and nature of their diseases, that they 
may very properly be considered together. One advantage to be derived 
from this arrangement will be, that besides their tending mutually to il- 
lustrate each other; we shall thereby find that the proximate causes of 
diseases are neither so complicated nor so various, as might be suspected 
rom the ordinary method of pathological and nosological arrangement ; 
and that the causes of morbid disproportion between cavities and their 
contents are pretty much the same; whether the cause subsists in the 
stomach, or in an artery; in the intestines, or the secretory tubuli of the 
kidmies. 

“]T have considered cavities as being preternaturally diminished or 
enlarged, either from some faults of their fibres or contents. 

‘“‘ This change in the state of cavities is the very foundation of morbid 
determination; nor can it take place without such changes, 

“‘ But as cavities either transmit their contents into other cavities, o1 
discharge them entirely out of the body; it was necessary also to consi- 
der the various faults of their terminations or orifices; because they 
are equally concerned with their cavities in the changes of determina- 
tion; and contribute to the production of many diseases”? pp, J2J—J30. 


Krom a paragraph of this quotation, it appears that Dr. 
M. was deeply impressed with the great truth, that if there 
be Diminished Determination to one organ, there must, of 
course, be Increased Determination to some other; and con- 
sequently that both pathological states necessarily co-exist. 
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Hence, as he avows in another place, it is often difficult {y 
decide in reference to’ particular diseases, whether they 
should be classed under the head of diminished or of increas. 
ed determination. On the whole, however, he judiciously 
looks upon the former state as morbid, chiefly by creating the 
latter, which is to be regarded as the most pernicious part 
of the disease. Hence, considering diminished as the great 
cause of increased determination, he presents it first to the 
notice of his readers, and dwells, at length, upon its charac. 
ter and consequences. The latter are enumerated in the 
following table: 


EFFECTS OF DETERMINATION. 


SUDDENLY DIMINISHED. SLOWLY DIMINISHED. 
A Irregular circulation. A Various degrees of debility of tis 
B Nervous diseases, spasmodic or| vital powers and consequent dis. 
convulsive. eases. 
C Increased determination and all\B Various degrees of debility of th 
its effects nervous system and consequent 
D Fever. diseases. 
E Retropulsion of exanthemata, cri-|C General atropby or marasmus. 
tical or morbid. D Rigidity, stiffness or immobility 
F Depravation of the qualities. of particular joints, sometime: 
with atrophy of them. 
E Slow gangrene or sphacelus. 
F Diminished progressive motion. 
G Depravation of the qualities. 





p- 334. 


His illustrations of these effects deserve to be transcribed. 
They are as follows: 


EFFECTS. 


“A Irregular circulation. When determination into and throtgh the 
vascular system of an organ is checked to any considerable degree, the 
first and immediate effect must be a morbid change of the circulation 
through the vessels affected; and a greater flow of the humours into 
those that are contiguous, and still free for their reception. If they past 
easily, and do not stimulate by their quantity or increased impetus, no 
disease is produced, but the balance is soon restored: but if the vessels 
into which the surplus humours are thrown, are irritated thereby, they 
react in proportion to the distension; and in their turn become spasmodi- 
cally constricted or convulsed ; and thus the evil is gradually extended, 
until the heart itself is preternaturally stimulated; cither by painfu! 
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sympathy, or by the quantity and resistance of the redundatx blood, ex- 
cluded, as it were, by a variety of spasms, in different parts of the cir- 
culation. This seems to be the usual progress towards irregularity of 
circulation, from diminished determination; and the effect will be more 
or less sudden and violent, according to the extent of it, the degree of 
irritability, and the nature and degree of the catse. 

“If it is but small, and happens in an organ that is not very irritable, 
its effects will not be immediately felt, though they may be lasting, and 
in the event dangerous and extensive; as when obstructed circulation 
through a part of a cavity, by first producing slowly diminished deter« 
mination, is the cause of congestion in the vessels of that very organ; 
and at length in others more distant. In this way indolent tumours and 
visceral obstructions are probably formed, and in some such way the se- 
 cretions and excretions become gradually more sparing in some chronic 
diseases; the secretory tubuli being clogged by the viscid humours which 
are unfit to pass the secretory strainers: hence one cause of slow obstruc- 
tions of the lungs, liver, mesenteric glands, coats of the stomach and in- 
testines, and of the uterine vessels that separate the menstrual blood. 

‘But if the diminished determination happens in irritable organs, 
the distracted nerves excite the fibres of the cavities to morbid contrac- 
lions, and the evil is increased very quickly, and soon becomes general. 

‘¢ Hence we can account, why nervous symptoms are so soon, and so 
powerfully excited in irritable habits; and why they pass with so much 
celerity from one part of the body to another, every change in the deter- 
* mination producing new spasms, or convulsive oscillations; and these 
again fresh irregularities of the circulation: hence it is that long con- 
tinued and violent cramps, tetanus and convulsions, sometimes produce 
hemorrhages, sugillations, blackness of the face, &c. and at length destroy, 
by throwing the blood with extreme violence upon the brain, or some 
other principal organ. 

‘Upon this principle we can easily account for the numerous train 
of diseases enumereted under the cause a, G. 3. though many of them 
may be owing to increased determination upon the organs secondarily 
affected, and not always to pure Sympathy, or an instantaneous commu- 
nication of disagreeable sensations from one organ to another, before it 
is possible for an increased determination to take place. Thus spasmodic 
anxiety, hysteric asthma, the nausea and colics of breeding women, the vio- 
lent head-achs from affections of the stomach, and many others, may be 
partly owing to sympathy, partly to a greater quantity of blood being de- 
termined into the vessels of the organs: a manifest proof of the latter 
we have in hemoptoe and vomiting of blood, from a suppression of the men- 
ses. The only way in which we can distinguish that produced by sym- 
pathy, from the other, is the celerity with which it is produced, and its 
not being permanent. 

“But if the cause acts violently and permanently, the effect will be 
equally lasting. 
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‘Hence we can account for the production of fevers, mflammations, 
hemorrhages, &c. by diminished determination; which by producing jp. 
creased determination, is really the parent of a great number of disease: 

‘B Nervous diseases spasmodic or convulsive. We can easily accoun, 
for the production of these, from what is said page 114, and from my Re. 
marks under a and b, Gen. 1. 

“C Suddenly increased deternunation and all its effects. This is the 
immediate effect of suddenly diminished determination; and consequent: 
ly the chiet cause of the manifold diseases arising from the combination, 
or rather succession, of these causes; for, as I remarked before, sudden)y 
diminished determination 1s not a disease; any farther than as it create: 
a morbid determination to other organs. 

“PD Fever. This is one of the chief diseases produced by the violent 
and quick succession of increased determination, to suddenly diminish. 
ed determination: for morbid distension of the vascular system, and the 
increased action and contraction of the heart thereby produced, are 4: 
much effects of diminished determination in that organ, as febrile rigoy 
anxiety, or nervous spasms, are effects of it in other parts of the cireula- 
tion. For as the latter are the effects of a constitutional effort to ex. 
clude, or throw off, a morbid stimulating cause, so are the former; but 
not, as the Stablians alledge, conducted with that degree of regularity 
or sagacity, we should expect from their supposed superintendant, the 
soul. 

*‘ Fever, in general, is not a simple disease; but when violent, or if jt 
runs out to some length, it is really an effect of several different proxi 
mate causes. 

‘Its first stage generally commences with suddenly diminished deter- 
mination; this is succeeded by the combination of suddenly increased 
and diminished determimation, and mereased progressive motion; ani 
whether it ends favourably or fatally, the symptoms of the last stave 
generally depend on increased determination. 

‘As fever therefore, may with equal propriety come under this, o 
the next Table, I shall confine my observations upon it chiefly to thi: 
Table; though these will be but general; as I shall reserve my remarks 
on particular fevers to the Nosology. 

‘“‘When we inquire into the nature and proximate causes of fever, 
we find that its very existence depends on morbid determination, diver- 
sified by temperament. This is evident from the symptoms which ac- 
company different fevers. 

“In a person of a firm habit, though there may be no rigor, or other 
apparent sign of diminished determination a¢the access of the disense, 
as is sometimes the case in fevers from violent exercise or drunkenness: 
yet the diminution of the excretions, as is evident from the thirst, dry- 
ness of the mouth, throat and tongue, constipation, paucity of the urine, 
&c. shew, that the determination into the secretory, and through the ex- 
sretory canals, is less thap it eught; and this generally in proportion to 
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ene degree of fever. If the fever in such a temperament begins with 
rivor, the violence of the hot fit is generally in proportion to the degree 
and duration of the rigor; and the symptoms of diminished determina- 
tion which take place in the advance of the disease, are generally in 
proportion to the violence of the hot fit: in like manner we remark, that 
the symptoms of increased determination succeeding these, whether they 
are morbid and dangerous; as pains, delirium, &c. or critical and salu- 
tary; as heraorrhages, sweat, diarrhoea, &c. are nearly in proportion: 
the former being violent and speedily fatal; the latter early, copious and 
complete. 

“When the temperament is delicate and irritable, the symptoms of di- 
minished determination are more frequent; but they are less violent, and 
do not continue so long; and therefore the symptoms of increased deter- 
mination are in proportion less severe, and more fluctuating: it is for 
this reason, and on account also of the languor of the vital powers and 
circulation, that the secretions and excretions are not so much, nor so 
constantly diminished; and are even sometimes very profuse; and that 
the crisis of the fever is protracted, tardy and incomplete. 

“If a person of a phlegmatic temperament is seized with a fever, and 
the morbid stimulus is not very great, neither the symptoms of diminish- 
ed or increased determination will be severe or permanent: because want 
of irritability prevents the former, and the small degree of diminished 

determination, and the lafiguor of the vital powers, will prevent the lat- 
ter; so that the fever runs out toa great length: the symptoms of dange1 
are obscure, because the morbid accumulations in the viscera are formed 
very gradually: and the crisis will be slow and imperfect, because the 
morbid changes of determination are so weak as not to excite the con- 
stitutional efforts sufficiently to remove their effects: I say sufficiently, 
because thongh diminished and increased determination are, in their can- 
sequences, often real evils; yet they are at the same time necessary in- 
struments of the constitution, in removing a morbid cause; and whew 
not sufficiently strong, they may be as injurious as when too violent. 

‘This is a simple idea of the effects of morbid determination in the 
fevers of different habits, when the febrile cause is simple; but these ef- 
fects are often very different, when acrimony or contagion are occasional 
eauses; and the progress and aspect of the fevers, as we shall see hereat 
ter, will often be very much changed: much also will depend upon the 
method of treatment. 

“E Retropulsion of exanthemata, critical or morbid. The species ot 
diseases enumerated under the occasional cause B 4, are a proof of this 
being a frequent effect of suddenly diminished determination: gouty or 
rheumatic matter, shifting from the extremities to the internal organs, 
produce similar effects. 

“F Depravation of the qualities. This will be explained ip @ subsey 
quent table. 
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“In treating of the prognostic in this complicated and very importan; 
branch of pathology, I shall consider—the causes, signs and effects: tho 
nature of the matter, the determination of which is either prevented o, 
determined, or repelled again, from the organ in which it had been eithe; 
morbiiiy or critically deposited; the nature of the organ in which th¢ 
diminished determination takes place, and of that to which determinatioy 
is consequently increased ; the duration of both determinations; the habit 
of body, and the state of the vital powers. 

‘‘Diminished determination is not, properly speaking, a disease, if we 
consider it as independent of its effects: for it is proable that it happens 
very frequently, and without producing any disease, or even sensible ip- 
convenience. 

*‘ As the body is exposed to the action of a variety of non-naturals, it 
is often impossible so to regulate their action, as that no unfavourable 
change shall take place; and on this circumstance, joined to the suscep. 
tibility of the body to be disordered by them, depends the precarious 
state of the health. But though various constrictions may, and perhaps 
Jo, take place daily, nay, hourly, not only in the circulating system, 
but in the large cavities, in consequence of slight praternatural stimulus; 
yet as neither the cause nor the effects arc either violent or lasting, the 
innate powers of the constitution are suflicient to restore the determina: 
tion. 

‘‘ Or the effects, though morbid and apparent, may be slight; as in the 
disagreeable feelings of nervous patients, and in slight colds from obstruc- 
ted perspiration, or impeded excretion from the glands of the nose, laryns 
or aspera arteria; and also with respect to some of the other secretions 
and excretions; as in slight jaundice from a spasm of the biliary ducts, 
tliminished secretion of urine, from slight-spasms of the urinary ducts; or 

‘of the lochia or menstrua for a few hours, from any slight cause, lessen: 
ing the determination of the blood into and through the uterine vessels. 

‘In all these and similar cases, the increased determination is in pro- 
portion to the diminished determination; so that when the former i: 
slight, the Jatter is so likewise. 

‘“* Diminished determination may even sometimes be salutary. Thus 
rigors often precede constitutional efforts to establish a crisis, either by 
some evacuation, or in the formation of pus; and indeed so far as we 
can reason on this circumstance, it seems to be extremely wel] adapted 
for producing any great critical change in the constitution; insomuch as, 
by intercepting the curtent of circulation in certain organs, it may be 
determined, with additional impetus, upon those in which the morbid 
matter is to be deposited, or from whence it is to be discharged. pp. 362-J69. 


Relative to slowly diminished determination, we shall 
axtract only the following general remarks; 
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If the humours are not determined in due quantity, and with pro- 
per impetus, into the cavities, whether from a deficiency of the propel- 
ling power, too great resistance of the sides of the cavities, or from the 
gupnours being determined elsewhere, the size of the organ must be di- 
minished, and its nutrition deficient. From one or other of these causes 
proceed marasmus, tabes, or atrophy, in general, or of particular parts, 
and contraction, stiffness and extenuation of particular joints. 

“As slowly diminished determination is often an effect of languid cir- 
culation, and of weakness of the vital powers, | have placed the princi- 
pal diseases or symptoms arising from debility of the heart under this 
head; and also because these diseases have an intimate connection with 
debility of nervous power. Thus asthenia, leipothymia, syncope and as- 
phyzxia, depend as much on deficiency of the nerveus power, as on defect 
in the contraction of the heart. These diseases often arise from morbid 
determination to various excretory organs, and consequently a deficien- 
cy of determination to the heart: for, as [ remarked on a former occa- 


| sion, a sense of sinking, or syncope, at the region of the heart, with a 


weak pulse, is as much a symptom of diminished determination of the 
circulation to the heart, as rigor or atrophy are of its not being sufficient- 
ly determined into the superficial vessels; for there is no part of the 
body, even the heart itself, that is exempted from the faults of determina- 
tion.”? pp. 436-437. 

Many of the diseases enumerated under this head are the 
same with those which Dr. Parry has referred to Defective 
Determination. We shall not stop to indicate these identi- 
lies; but pass to the subject of Increased Determination. 
As we have already seen this is either sudden or slow, Dr. 
Parry embraces both under the head of “Simple Excessive 
Determination.” Dr. Makittrick perceived the difficulty of 
classing the diseases of increased determination under these 
two heads. ‘The intimate connexion between the causes and 
effects of the states of suddenly and slowly increased deter- 
mination, creates, says he, considerable difficulty in the ar- 
rangement: 

“Ist. Because the effects of slow congestion may be so changed in 
their nature, as to produce diseases that evidently depend on suddenly 
increased determination; instances of which we have in chronic cholics 
when they become inflammatory ; in indolent tubercles of the lungs, and 
other chronic obstructions, when they inflame and even imposthumate. 


“2dhky. Iaflammation which depends on suddenly increased determi- 
nation, may end in schirrus, ulcers and fistulous discharges; which he- 
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ing evidently chronic, cease to have the same nature as inflammation, 
and can not therefure belong to the same Ordo. Many other instance 
might be given of a similar kind.” p. 481. 


The long excerpts which we have already made from 
Dr. M.’s work, leave us but little space for additional ex. 
tracts. He divides the diseases which arise from, or are 
connected with “ Determination suddenly increased,” into 
two orders, and these into several genera: 


“Ist. Those that depend upon sudden distension of cavities, which I sha}| 
divide into,—1. Genuine infiammations.—2. Inflammations from acrid 
matter.—3. Inflammatory congestions accompanied with putrid or malig. 
nant fever.—4. Imposthumations, gangrene and ulcerations, effects of va- 
rious degrees of inflammation.—5. Painful congestions in particular organs, 
and sometimes infiammation.—6. Congestions im particular viscera from 
general fever.—7. Kfflorescences, tumours and eruptions: these are again 
divided into benign and malignant. 

“2Qdly. Those genera and species of diseases that depend upon sudden dis. 
tension of orifice $ with inerease of the discharges:—and these are agai 
divided into those, 1. Of blood.—2. Of the intestinal and other excn. 
tions. 

++ As these several classes of diseases are the effects of increased ¢ 
termination upon particular organs, they either immediately, or ©. 
condarily, proceed from diminished determisation as a radical or acc: 
dental cause. Thus, as I have shewn in Chap. VII. fever, inflammation, 
and various other effects of suddenly increased determination, are pro- 
duced by suddenly diminished determination; and as these again haw 
their peculiar effects, they necessarily come under this head. Thus all 
the eifects of fever, whether owing to congestions, or increase of the na- 
tural excretions, or to the production of new or praternatural dischar- 
ges, have a place here. For the same reason all such diseases as pro- 
ceed from inflammation as a cause, as imposthumation and gangrene, 
&c. all such as in their nature or symptoms have an aflinity with inflam- 
mation, or by their violence or duration become of an inflammatory na- 
ture, may, without any impropriety, be classed with them. There are, 
however, many species of diseases which being of a putrid or malig: 
nant nature, do not admit of the same method of treatment as inflan- 
mation, yet they necessarily have a place here; not only as effects o! 
suddenly increased determination, but as they often partake of an in- 
dammatory nature in different degrees.” pp. 482-483. 


The reader has but to supply the species which belong 
to the above genera, to have before him a catalogue near!) 
identical, as far as it goes. with the list of the “ Chief Disea 
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ses from Increased Determination” already extracted from 
Dr. Parry’s work. 

The whole of this chapter on “ Determination suddenly 
increased,” abounds in important observations and profound 
views; but we must omit extracts. We shall remark, howe- 
ver, en passant, that the subject of congestion, which enters 
‘0 largely into the composition of our latest works on pathology 
is here treated in a manner creditable to the author, and in- 
structive even to the reader of the present day. 

The last chapter of the work before us is on “ Determi- 
nation slowly increased.” To this pathological head he 
refers: 

“Ist. All congestions in, or slow enlargement of, internal organs. 
Qdly. External tumors, excrescences, eruptions or exanthemata. Jdly. 
slow discharges of blood from the ordinary organ*, or by extraordinary 
utlets. 4thly. Slow increase of the grosser or finer excretions,” p. 549. 

We shall trouble the reader with no more extracts, but 
conclude with the following comparative statement of some 
of the chief proximate causes which are common to the two 
works under review. We shall place them in corresponding 
columns. 

Doctor Parry’s pathological) Doctor Makittrick’s patho- 


«tates: logical states: 

|. Excessive general momentum. 1. Increased progressive motion. 

2. Semple excessive determination. 2. Determination suddenly or slowly 
}. Defective determination. increased 


4. Excessive direct determination. 3. Slowly diminished determination. 
4. Suddenly diminished determina- 
lion, necessarily producing Ex- 


cessive Direct Determrnation. 





Both works conclude with a short recapitulation. In that 
of Dr. Parry we find the following sentence:—“For the pa- 
thological opinions [of this work] I am sole/y responsible,-ex- 
cept where the obligation is expressly acknowledged.”—But 
alter the exhibition of close resemblances, between the doc- 
trines of this gentleman and those of Dr. Makittrick, it is 
impossible to receive this declaration without distrust. All 
the evidence furnished by the books themselves is against it; 
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and when we add to this the fact, already announced, tha; 
Dr. Parry was the successor of Dr. M. in the same city, we 
are almost compelled to believe, that he must have read ang 
used that gentleman’s writings. It is far from us to seek ap 
occasion or the means, of detracting from the reputation of 
Dr. P. whom we have regarded as an ornament to the Pro. 
fession; but the grave has swallowed up the archetype a 
well as the imitator, and their claims on the justice of pos 
terity are in all respects equal. 


[It is our duty to acknowledge, that for the copy of Dr. Mo 
kittrick’s book, which we have used, we are indebted to the exten: 
stve and valuable library of the Medical Department of Iransy) 
vania .University.—Eps. ] 
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Art. VI.—Memoire sur les Tumeurs Blanches des Articula- 
tions; recueilli 4 / Héspital de la Pitié, dans les Salles de 
M. Lisfranc, &c.—Archives, Mai, 1826. 

A Memoire upon White Swellings of the Joints, &c. 


{From the Medico-Chirurgical Review, No. 26. | 


Although we can not expect much novelty on the subject of 
white swellings, after the investigations in this country by a 
Russel, a Crowther, and more especially a Brodie; yet it will 
not be uninteresting to krfow the opinions, the researches, and 
modes of treatment of M. Lisfranc, who has talent to observe, 


yy and a wide field for observation. We shall therefore present 


our readers with a brief account of the present memoir, omit- 
ting the detail of cases, amounting to twenty two in number. 

Our author defines white swelling to be an engorgement, gene- 
rally slow and dense, of the soft parts forming or surrounding 
the joints—with or without alteration of structure in the bones 
and cartilages. M. Lisfranc’s observations lead him to believe 
that the disease may commence in any one of the tissues of the 
joint—but that it generally begins in the ligaments, the cartila- 
ges, or the bones, whence it spreads more or less rapidiy to 
those structures which are most contiguous. 

M. L. divides the disease into two classes—idiopathic and 
symptomatic. He thinks the minute divisions and distinctions 
into which Mr. Brodie has gone, are useless, if not injurious. 

Idiopathic white swelling is that which succeeds external 
violence, in an individual otherwise healthy. ‘This class, M. L. 
avers, is equally as common as the other, whatever may be 
said to the contrary. This species always begins in the soft 
parts. The symptomatic white swelling is that which grows up 
under the influence of a morbid constitutional affection, as 
icrofula, gout, and rheumatism. These are the only diseases te 
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which he could trace white swelling. Authors, however, have 
endeavoured to connect it with small-pox, measles, syphilis, the 
suppression or retrocession of other affections, &c. This spe. 
cies may commence either in the soft parts of the joint, or in 
the articulating extremities of the bones. In the beg'nning, 
both species are attended by inflammation, whether acute or 
chronic—but arrived at a certain epoch, that is, when the tis. 
sues are reduced into one homogeneous, or lardaceous mass, 
there is no symptom of inflammation to be seen, except the 
swelling, which is far from being a proof of that process. The 
symptoms are the same, both in the symptomatic and idiopathic 
species, when the disease commences in the soft parts; symp- 
toms so well known that M. Lisfranc does not stop to describe 
them. He observes, however, that when the disease is produ- 
ced by rheumatism or by external violence, the form of the in. 
flammation is generally acute—though never so rigid in its 
march as common phlegmonous inflammation, The skin ts rare. 
ly reddened. We come, therefore, to the pathology—or mor- 
bid anatomy of white sweiling. 

Pathological Anatomy. Six cases came under M. Lisfranc’s 
observation, where the patients were cut off by other diseases, 
at a more or less early period of the white swelling. In all of 
these, the alterations were of the same kind—and only differed 
in respect to plus and minus. But to proceed from the surface 
to the interior. The skin was sound and free from inflammation 
in most of these cases—so was the subjacent cellular membrane, 
except that it contained a small quantity of serous infiltration, 
and was itself rather thicker than in a sound joint. Beneath 
this was found a yellow stratum more consistent than the cellu- 
lar membrane, and interspersed with a number of vessels carry 
ing red blood. In this stratum too, M. Lisfranc sometimes ob 
serves small tubercles. Still deeper, as the ligamentous struc- 
ture was approached, this cellular bed or stratum became indu- 
rated, lardaceous, and resistant to the scalpel. The articular 
ligaments were distended with a liquid more or less consistent, 
and sometimes gellatinous. The capsular ligaments or bags 
were of a reddish colour—often much thickened, and contain- 
ing a fluid of variable consistence. In two or three instances, 
M. Lisfranc found the articulating ends of the bones diseased— 
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heing increased in volume, softened in substance, and turned 
of a vellow colour. The cartilages participated in this state. 

The following was the morbid anatomy of amputated mem- 
bers—that is, of the advanced state of white swelling. 

The skin was sometimes thicker, sometimes thinner than 
natural—cellular membrane indurated, lardaceous, and con- 
founded with the ligaments and capsular bags—the neighbour- 
ing portions of muscle pale, extenuated, and the interstitial cel- 
lularsubstance more or less infiltrated with albuminous matters— 
the trunks af nerves in the vicinity appeared enlarged and har- 
der than natural—the veins dilated and varicose—the arteries 
enlarged, and their tunics thickened—depots of purulent mat- 
ter more or less numerous—ulcerations of the cartilages and 
denudations of the heads of the bones—capsular ligaments 
thickened or ulcerated—the bones tumefied, carious, softened. 
In the most advanced stage the whole joint is often a confused 
mass, in which it is almost impossible to recognize a trace of 
natural structure, except the tendons, and some portions of 
muscle. 

In respect to diagnosis we need say nothing, as the disease 
can not be mistaken. The prognosis is grave—except where 
the white swelling is idiopathic; or owing to. rheumatism, in 
which cases there are hopes of cure, unless the state of disor- 
ganization is very far advanced indeed. The scrofulous white 
swelling is, of course, the most dangerous, 

Treatment. Whether the disease commences in the hard or 
in the soft parts, it matters not, as far as the treatment is con- 
cerned—it is the same in both cases. M. Lisfranc avers that 
the acute inflammation of white swelling is never removed at 
once—it always terminates in the chronic form of the disease, 
and it is through this process alone that a cure is to be expec- 
ted, 

In the first place, whether the white swelling be acute or 
chronic, it is necessary to examine into the state of the thoracic 
and abdominal viscera, If there be any organic disease, in ei- 
ther of these cavities, it will be dangerous to attempt a cure of 
the white swelling. M. Lisfranc has repeatedly seen the visce- 
ral disease, in such cases, increase proportionally as the local 
affection yielded, Under these circumstances, we are advised 
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by our author to content ourselves with combating the more y, 
gent symptoms only of the white swelling, while we direct oy; 
attention to the more important visceral malady. 

When there is nothing in the constitution to forbid the cure 
of the local disease, the first thing indispensible is absolute reg 
of the part, without which, nothing can be done. Anchy)osis x 
always a probable effect or consequence, and therefore the posj 
tion of the limb should be such as may render that event as |i 
tle detrimental to the patient as possible. In order to prevey 
anchylosis, however, our author advises the practitioner to geyi 
ly bend and extend the member every two or three days, whey 
this can be done without giving or increasing the pain. Wher. 
ever gentle motion produces this effect, we may suspect that th 
process of anchylosis has commenced, and then we are to ey. 
deavour to promote rather than retard it. When purulent de 
pots have formed, they should be opened and evacuated 4 
speedily as possible, 

Acute White Swelling. General and local depletion ough 
here to be employed in proportion to the acuteness of the ip. 
flammation, and the strength of the patient. In the course oj 
the first eight or ten days, two general bleedings should be t:. 
ken, and from 30 to 50 leeches applied every two or three 
days. Fomentations and cataplasms are recommended in thi 
stage to be assiduously employed, well impregnated with opi. 
um, after each sanguineous depletion. ‘lhe regimen should, 0! 
course, correspond with the other antiphlogistic measures, 

In the majority of cases, these means will, in the course o/ 
ten days, reduce the acute inflammation, and bring it into a 
chronic state. Butsometimes this will not be the case—an( 
then the question arises, how long are we to go on with the en- 
ergetic depletive process? After the above period, M. Lisfranc 
advises that some food be given, first, of the lightest kind, chiefly 
the farinacee—and then, gradually more and more nutritive, 
otherwise we may considerably injure the tone of the digestive 
organs. Ja respect to local bleedings, they must be continued 
as long as they appear to afford relief to the part, and not to 
enfeeble too much the constitution. Sometimes, though very 
rarely, these means fail to quell the acute inflammation, and we 
are forced to desist for a time, and allow the patient to rally 
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iittle. The topical applications, in the mean time, are to be 
continued, and a moderate dietallowed, Ina fortnight or three 
weeks, we may resume the local bleeding. Should all these 
means fail in reducing the march of the acute inflammations, 
there will be tittle other chance of saving the patient’s life but 
by amputation, Many practitioners recommend this operation 
to be delaved till the patient has arrived at an advanced degree 
of emaciation, M. Lisfranc is of a very diflerent opinion, 
He removes the limb as soon as he finds the means above-men- 
tioned fail, and the patient’s general health begins to be sensibly 
deteriorated. We think he is quite right. 

Chronic White Swelling. When the acute has terminated 
{as it usually does) in the chronic form of the disease, free 
sunguineous depletion is detrimental. When the disease, how- 
ever, has commenced in the chronic form, as it sometimes does, 
then M. Lisfranc thinks it advisable to employ a few active lo- 
cal depletions—since in this, as in several other parts of the 
body, there is sometimes a /atent acute inflammation going on, 
which does not manifest itself by the usual symptoms. A re- 
markable instance of this kind happened a few years ago, the 
anatomical preparation being presented to the Academy of Me- 
dicine by M. Lisfranc. A vigorous young man was received intod 
La Pitie, for a white swelling of the knee joint. He complain- 
ed of no pain, even when the joint was bended or extended— 
in short, he did not present a single symptom of inflammation, 
except the swelling. While in the hospital he got intoxicated 
one day, and, falling on his head, he was carried off in a few 
hours. On dissection of the joint there were unequivocal evi- 
dences of a violent acute inflammation. The articular capsule 
was of a dark red colour, thickened, and softened in texture. 
The cellular tissue was yellow, abundant, hardened, and larda- 
ceous, intersected by numerous red vessels. In this case it is 
evident that had stimulating applications been used at the be- 
ginning, under the impression that no active inflammation exis- 
ted, the disease would have been greatly exasperated, and pro- 
bably the limb would have been lost. Nevertheless the cure of 
chronic white swelling can not be effected without stimulants, 
or resolvents, although their modus operandi, where there is dis- 
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organization or compleie change of structure, is an enigm, 
which we can not at present solve. The fact, however, is cep. 
tain, whatever may be the explanation. 

The first step of treatment, then, in chronic white swelling, 
je the application of a small number of leeches—from two 
six, with the precaution not to let the bites bleed long. (yp 
this plan, their action is rather excitant than otherwise, as hay 
been proved hundreds of times by M. Lisfranc, at La Pimp, 
Afier the anvlcation of the number above-mentioned, with the 
precaut -pecting the bites, we generally find, the next day, 
tha‘ « volume of the swelling is augmented—its sensibility ip. 
c:eased-——and sometimes an erysipelas established around the 
bites. ‘These symptoms need occasion no alarm. In forty. 
eight hours the erysipelas will have disappeared—the tumefac. 
tion and sensibility will have abated—and the original volume 
of the swelling will be found to have become somewhat dimi- 
sished. At the end of four or five days the leeching (on the 
smal] scale above-mentioned) may be renewed, and will he {ol 
lowed by similar effects. The temporary increase of excite 
ment, after the leechings, was always regarded by M. Listrane 
as advantageous, being invariably, when moderate in degree, 
eucceeded by either diminution of size, or softening in the con 
sistence of the joint affected. The leechings should not, of 
course, be renewed till the excitement produced by the prece: 
ding batch has subsided. Sometimes the excitement rises to0 
high after these small leechings, and continues more than two 
or three days. In that case, we must subdue the excitement by 
the application of a considerable number of leeches—which 
will rarely fail to produce the effect desired. Speaking gene- 
rally, the after-excitement will be in an inverse ratio to the 
number of leeches applied :—consequently, if five leeches pro: 
duce too much subsequent inflammation, eight or ten ought to be 
applied the next time—and, on the other hand, if five leeches 
produce no after-excitement, only two or three should be appli: 
ed at the next period, and so on, . 

It is not always, however, that excitement, in any degree, 
follows these small leechings. The swelling and hardness will 
be found to diminish after these applications, without any inter 
vening excitement. The same remark, though not to the same 








aA 
<ltet 


aD Sah od 





SRR bee, ; 
Be OY Ale ee 





Selected Review. 243 


extent, is applicable to blisters and the moxa, These sometimes 
produce their good effects without the intervention of a tempo- 
rary increase of inflammatory action in the part. 

When the leechings cease to be followed by the salutary 
consequences above described, we are to omit their application 
for ten, fifteen, or twenty days, when the susceptibility of the 
parts will be found renewed, as it were, and then we are to 
reiterate the leeching. 

If the leechings do not appear to be productive of the good 
effects sought for, we must try some other means. If the swel- 
ling be only softened, but not reduced in volume, compression 
may be usefully employed. Next to leechings, however, we 
must, in general, have recourse to flying blisters. heir effects 
are analogous to small leechings. ‘hey first produce excite- 
ment, and subsequently diminution or.softening of the tumour. 
The blisters should be renewed every seven or eight days. 
When these fail to produce the desired effects, then the moxa is 
to be employed, on the same principle, and in the same manner 
as the small leechings and the blisters—that is, about once in 
seven or eight days. They should not be larger than the size 
of a five sous piece, in order that the eschars may not interrupt 
the reiteration of the remedy. Whenever the excitement re- 
sulting from the moxa runs too high, then large leechings are 
to be employed for its reduction.. The tumour being softened 
by the moxa, as by any of. the other means, compression, for a 
time, (eight or ten days,) is to succeed, protecting the eschars 
by proper dressings. When the disease is very chronic; and 
when the means already enumerated begin to fail, setous are 
very serviceable. When they excite too much irritation, they 
are to be reduced in size, or, this failing. te lessen the excite- 
ment, leeches and antiphlogistic measures are to be put in force. 

Notwithstanding all the means we can employ, it offen hap- 
pens that a certain degree of engorgement remains, especially 
at the lower part of the joint—and also some effusion in the ar- 
ticulation itself. We need not be anxious about this, as in the 
majority of cases, time will remove it. If tardy in its disper- 
sion, mercurial frictions will be serviceable, as also frictions 
with the ointment of iodine, (hydriodate of potash.) These may 
ve alternated with other stimulating linimenis, while the local 
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application of the warm water or vapour bath is to be brough: 
in as an auxiliary of no mean eflicacy. 

A curious fact is here noticed by M. Lisfranc—namely, that, 
after the cure of white swelling by the above-mentioned meang, 
the joint gets smaller than before the disease took place, and 
will continue so for a considerable space of time. The patient 
should be cautioned to return very gradually to the free exer. 
cise of the joint, since relapses are apt to ensue from want of 
attention to this point. If the disease be in the lower extrenj. 
ty, the patient should go on crutches for one or two months afte; 
the symptoms have disappeared. The joint should be kep; 
tightly bandaged for a long time after all other means are dis. 
continued. 

M. Lisfranc has repeatedly remarked that, where the white 
swelling has been situated in the joints of the superior extre 
mities—especially in females, the application of leeches, ever 
in great numbers, and preceded by general blood-letting, has 
determined congestions in the thoracic organs, and produced 
difficulty of breathing end palpitations of the heart. In other 
instances, cerebral congestions have been the result of remedial 
measures applied to the local complaint, and apoplexy threa: 
tened. The local treatment must then be continued, and leeches 
applied to the feet, together with purgatives and diuretics in- 
ternally. It is also proper to discontinue the local treatment, 
in the case of females, for a few days previous to each expec: 
ted menstrual period, lest the process should be interrupted in 
Hs course. 

The above-described treatment will generally prove success: 
ful in the idiopathic white swelling—but the case will be dif 
ferent when we have the symptomatic form of the disease to 
contend with. Here we must attend to the constitutional disor- 
der, of which the white swelling is only a part, or rather an 
effect. We need not enter upon the constitutional treatment of 
rheumatism and scrofula in this place; but only remark, that 
the local treatment, indicated in the preceding pages, will 
prove serviceable as an auxiliary to the constitutional, in the 


symptomatic forms of white swelling. 
‘T'wenty-three cases are minutely detailed from the practice 


of Beclard and M, Lisfranc, in La Pitie, illustrative of the va- 
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rious positions laid down in the foregoing paper. These we 
must pass over, of course, hoping that we have, in a few pages, 
concentrated a considerable mass of important and useful pa- 
thological and therapeutical matter, the result of experience 
in a public institution, by a man of eminence, talent, and strict 


veracity. 





SELECTED INTELLIGENCE AND NOTICES. 





1. A new method of separating the Placenta from the Uterus, ix 
eases of morbid adhesion,—An Italian physician has practised the 
following process with uniform success. Having left the vein 
of the umbilical cord to itself for some time, that it may dis- 
gorge itself of the blood which it contains, and having depri- 
ved it of its fluid as perfectly as possible by artificial means, he 
injects through it into the uterus, with a certain degree of force, 
a quantity of water acidulated with vinegar. Either the sud- 
den impression made upon the placental tissue by the injected 
fluid, or the sensation of cold which is at the instant communica- 
ted to the vascular structure which unites it to the uterus, cau- 
ses a separation always to take place, without being under th¢ 
necessity of introducing the hand into the uterus. In case the 
first injection does not succeed, he repeats it a second and « 
third time, always taking care to let the previously injected 
fluid pass out of the vessels before he repeats the operation. 

Reper. di Med. &c. Torino, Maggio 1826. 
(4s quoted by the New Eng. Med. Rev. No. 3.) 

2. Tobacco in the Painters’ Colic —Dr. Graves, in the Dub- 
lin Hospital Reports, vol. 1V. recommends the application of 
tobacco stupes to the belly, till the peculiar eflects of the drug 
are manifest in the system. This form of administration he 
prefers to that by injection, as equally efficacious, less rapid in 
action, and capable of being lett off more easily before any 
alarming symptoms appear, ‘Their employment is to be fol- 
lowed up by the usual cathartic medicines, especially pills con- 
taining croton oil.—Ldin, Med. and Surg. Journ, April, 1827. 
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3. Piorry’s Pleximetre—M. Piorry has announced that, by 
means of a small pallet of ivory placed on any part of the ab. 
domen or thorax, he has been enabled to turn percussion to g 
much better account than has yet been done; the sound emitted 
by the portions thus covered by the ivory pallet, being much 
clearer and more indicative of the actual state of the parts un, 
derneath, than when these parts are stricken by the fingers jin 
the usual way. M. Piorry has made more than eighty experi- 
ments on the living and dead subject, healthy and diseased. By 
means of this intervention, sound may be elicited from the thorax, 
even when the integuments are edematous. The extent of pleu. 
ritic effusions may be ascertained with great exactness. Hepa. 
tisation, and also a tuberculated condition of the lungs can be 
more readily detected in this way than by simple percussion, 
But it is in the abdominal! region that the pleximetre promises ty 
be of most service. The extent which any solid organ, as the 
liver, occupies—that of tumours—watery effusions, &c. may be 
easily ascertained by the difference of sound on percussion o{ 
the tablet instead of the naked parietes. Even the quantity of 
fluid in the stomach or intestines can be appreciated. The state 
of the uterus (when pregnant) can be also correctly estimated 
through the medium of the pleximetre. 

If discoveries go on in this manner for half a century more, 
there will be little occasion for the ancient desideratum—a 
glass window in the breast—to see what is going on within. 

London Med. Chir. Rev. for April, 1827. 


4. Purulent Ophthalmia of Infants —Dr. F. A. Ammon has 
published a monograph on the anatomico-pathologic condition of 
the globe and membranes of the eye in the ophthalmia of young 
infants. In this disease, there is a great congestion of blood in 
the internal parts of the eye, which sometimes almost amounts 
to inflammation. The exterior parts of the globe presented pre- 
cisely the same aspect as the contagious ophthalmia,—a new- 
proof as to the identity of these two diseases. 

N. A. Med, and Surg. Jour. for April, 1827 
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1, EAarTHQUAKE. On the 5th inst. (July, 1827,) a little before 6 
»’clock in the morning, the states bordering on the Ohio and middle sec- 
tion of the Mississippi, wére visited by an earthquake. At Cincinnati 
it was a vibration that lasted for a great number of seconds; and coms 
municated an obvious agitation to liquids previously at rest, and to loose 
articles of furniture. It was felt in all parts of the city, but not by all 
persons. In about half an hour afterwards, another and slighter shock 
was observed by a few people. The morning was fair, warm and calm. 
No unusual atmospheric phenomena succeeded. 

Of the geographical limits of this vibration we are not particularly 
informed; but the public journals have announced its occurrence in other 
parts of Ohio, especially the western, in Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, 
Illinois and Missouri; which are the states that suffered the great visita- 
tion of the same kind in 1811, 12 and 13; and hence we may conclude, 
that it was the offspring of the same cause which sustained that remark- 
able series. 

2. CLoquet’s ANATomMy. We congratulate the Profession in the 
United States, on the prospect of having this great work placed within 
their reach. By the enterprise of our distinguished friend, Professor 
Godman, a translation of it will shortly be offered to the American pub- 
lic. The plates, like those of the original, will be in lithography; and 
executed in a masterly manner, by Mr. Pendleton of Boston; whose per- 
sonal exertions to introduce the art of lithographic engraving into this 
country, entitle him to praise. We have seen specimens of both the 
letter-press and the plates, of which we can speak in the most favoura- 
ble terms. 

The publication of M. Cloquet’s work was begun in Paris, in 1821, 
and has been continued, with a few interruptions, ever since. We have 
been for some time in possession of the three first volumes; which treat of 
the Bones, Muscles, and Nervous System, including the Organs of Sense, 
with all the parts, figured of their natural size; and we do not hesitate 
to express the opinion, that it is the most lucid, minute and faithful map 
and deseription of the human bod y, ever published. On the subject of the 
bones, it is highly instructive; in the study of many parts of the muscu- 
lar system, it affords facilities scarcely inferior to those of the anatomi- 
cal room; while, in reference to the intricate structure of the brain and 
nervous tissue, it is in general superior to the ordinary dissections of 
those parts. 
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3. Mepvicar Grapuations. We have already published the nyy 
ber of graduates for the present year, in the Medical College of O}j, 
Transylvania University, and the University of Pennsylvania. The fo). 
lowing table embraces most of the remaining schools of the Unite | 
States. We can not at present make it more complete. 


University of Maryland, - --—2 |» a7 
Jefferson College, - ° e - % 


College of Surgeons and Physicians of the Western ~— . 
of New York, _ 





Berkshire Medical Institution, - - - 20 
Yale College, - ~ - - ° 19 
College of Surgeons and Physicians in the city of New York, 12 
Columbian College, - - - . 7 


4. To CorRESPONDENTS AND SusscriBers. The History of a cay 
of Stricture of the Urethra, with reflections, by a Kentucky Correspondent, 
is one which shows the author to be well acquainted with the principle 
of clinical and surgical practice; and serves to confirm several impor. 
tant rules of treatment laid down by Bell and Abernethy; but it dow 
not present enough of novelty to justify its publication in extenso. 

The Comments on the obstetrical paper contained in our second num 
ber, received from an Ohio Correspondent, are too controversial] an/ 
speculative to comport with the plan of our journal, which we wish ty 
render as practical as possible. 

The Case of Amputation of the thigh by a single flap, transmitted t 
us by another Ohio practitioner, although quite successful, and in son 
respects interesting, seems to present too slight a departure from the or 
dinary mode of performing the flap operation, to render its publication 
important. 

The History of a case of Inversio Uteri, in which our Correspondent 0 
Missouri supposes the organ to have sloughed away, appears to us to it 
volve a mistake. We are inclined to regard the substance discharged, 
as a factitious membrane, formed on the inner surface of the uterus, and 
assuming the figure of that organ. 

The August number of the JouRNAL will be put to press immediately; 
and may be expected to appear by the close of the month for which iti: 
intended. Thenceforth a number will appear regularly at the end o 
very month. 





